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A

bridged
History of Thailand

Prehistoric Thailand

Historians commonly use writing records to establish prehistoric
periods or epochs where a culture relied mainly on their natural
surroundings, where chipped stone tools were generally used along with
the use of ﬁre. Later this led to terracotta and ceramic tool production,
and subsequently bronze and iron tools. There were settlements
in caves and cliffsides, and there were gatherings and settlements in a
semi-nomadic manner.
A study of prehistoric Thailand took place around BE 2475 (1932
AD) by Professor Fritz Sarasin, a Swiss archeologist who explored and
unearthed artifacts in various caves and cliffsides in the north and central
region of Thailand, and bone tools. Archeologists then named these
artifacts as Siamian Culture which later Prince Damrong Rajanubhab
wrote a book about named ‘Prehistoric Issues’ which is considered the
ﬁrst textbook on prehistoric matters in BE 2480 (1937 AD).
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During World War II, Dr. H.R. Van Heekeren, a Dutch archeologist
and a prisoner of war, was captured and ordered to help build the Death
Railway starting from Nong Pladuk Station to Thanbyuzayat, near
Martaban Bay. While Dr. Van Heekeren was building the Death Railway
along with other international prisoners of war, he discovered many
pebbles that looked like stone tools. They were sent to The United States
of America to Dr. H.L. Movious. The accidentally found tools were
named Fingnoian Culture. Articles on the discovery of these stone tools
at Kwai Noi River were published in journals and newspapers leading
to a wider interest in the study of prehistoric Thailand.
In BE 2503–2505 (1960–1962 AD) there were more explorations and
diggings on prehistoric Thailand by a Thai-Danish team. During this
expedition, more ancient items were found. The explored sites included
Mae Klong River and Kwai River areas in Ratchaburi and Kanchanaburi
provinces, and expanded to other areas in Thailand where more artifacts
were widely found. (Preecha Kanchanakom BE 2521 (1978 AD)
There were more discoveries of tools indicating settlements
since the Paleolithic period dated over 10,000 years old. Usually the
Paleolithic period can be rather long when it comes to dating, so many
archeologists prefer determining periods from tools, settlements, and building
techniques before all discovered artifacts are analyzed for dating.
Paleolithic Period. This period is dated from 10,000 to 700,000
years old. The key indicating features are that there were no settlements
but a nomadic livelihood, hunting and gathering, living in caves and cliff
sides by streams, and deploying simple pebble tools. There are many
paleolithic culture sites including the important site at Ban Kao,
Kanchanaburi.
Mesolithic Period. This period shows the continuing
evolution from Paleolithic period. From the excavation in Saiyok District,
Kanchanaburi, the sites revealed stone plaques over the skeletons with
red dust on the skull and chest. While at Tham Phee cave, Mae Hong
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Son, there were more discoveries of polished terracotta with string
pattern dated almost 10,000 years ago.
Neolithic.Period. Archeologists estimate this period to be 1,500 to
5000 years ago. The development of this period is drastically different than
the earlier periods. In Thailand, there have been several discoveries of
settlements in different areas in both highland and watersheds. This
indicates that during this period, there were migrations from caves and
cliffsides, down to watershed. There are numerous discovered polished,
there was a three-legged pot which resembles Lungshan culture in
China. We can conclude that people of Ban Kao culture or nearby
Kanchanaburi had contact with people of central China of that period
3,800 years ago. The differences of the two cultures are noticeable from
their polished stone tools. The tools excavated here are of regular
rectangular shape, while others resemble a shape with a groove, which
are often found in the north part of the mainland. In a number of
archeological sites, both types are found together. These polished stone
tools and terracotta with certain likenesses serve as proof that during this
Neolithic period, people lived in bigger groups, and there were journeys
between them.
Metal Age. This age marks the vital change in forms and materials
in tool making, namely from stone to metal. This period can be divided
into two parts: Bronze age and Iron age, which is dated 1,500 to 4,000
years. Bronze is an alloy made from copper and tin. From several
excavations in Thailand such as Ban Na Dee and Ban Non Nok Tha of
Phu Kaew District, Khon Kaen, and Ban Chiang, Nong Han District,
Udon Thani, bronze tools, equipment, and ornaments are often discovered
in large amounts.
Therefore, it is conclusive that the area of the current Thailand has
long hand human settlements since the prehistoric period due to its rich
and fertile geography, with rice soils, water resource availability, and
other environmental factors encouraging settlement. Together they make
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‘Suvahnabhumi’ the region with its own settlements during all of these
periods. With them, there has been development from small groups of
nomadic communities during prehistoric period to civil settlements with
more permanent cultures, sets of rules for cohabiting, and eventually
civilizations. The development of civilizations of different periods over
this southeast Asia land covers different rulers and occupiers until it
reached the period of ‘Nation State’ ﬁnally leading to the current
Kingdom of Thailand as we now know it.

Pennsylvania, US. The ﬁndings determined the artifacts to be around
5,600 years old, from the prehistoric Neolithic period.

B

Ban Chiang Culture can be roughly classiﬁed into three
periods from its burial manners, patterns found on terracotta, and
terracotta arrangement in burial site.

an Chiang
Prehistoric
Archeological

World Heritage Site of
Northeastern ‘Issan’ Region

Ban Chiang archeological site is situated at Nong Han District,
Udon Thani Province. It is highly interesting as it is registered as one of
Thailand’s world heritage sites.
Ban Chiang Culture excavation started around BE 2500 (1957 AD),
as villagers dug up the earth to build houses and found pieces of terracotta
with a ﬁngerprint like pattern, and of intriguing patterns and shapes.
There were more rough diggings for more pieces and they were exhibited
at the local school for visitors to see.
Nine years later, Stephen Young, a Harvard student got a grant to
study the local people of Ban Chiang, and noticed pieces of coloured
terracotta lying around over the ground, including those found by
villagers. He then took samples to consult with Professor Chin Yoodee,
a prehistoric archeological expert. The sample was examined by the
thermoluminescent method to ﬁnd the age at the University of

The Department of Fine Arts executed this excavation during
early BE 2515 (1972 AD) at Wat Pho Si site, Ban Chiang Subdistrict,
and in the premises of Mr. Poj Montryphitak’s house. These sites were
visited by His Majesty King Bhimibol Adulyadej and HRH Queen
Sirikit on 20 March BE 2515 (1972 AD). It then became Thailand’s ﬁrst
outdoor museum until now.

1. Early Ban Chiang (5,600–3,500 years) terracotta is black
decorated by scratching or pressed rope. They are usually in a round
shape pot with an open lip.
2. Middle Ban Chiang (3,500–2,300 years) the discovered
terracotta of this period has a ﬁner surface with whiter shade, taller shape,
and pointy base. Some are ﬁnished with natural oil, or ‘ﬂux’, caused
during the ﬁring process.
3. Late Ban Chiang (2,300–1,500 years) terracotta is the most
commonly found artifact which is unique for its decorative patterns.
Most patterns are ﬁngerprint-like or spiral.
Because of this uniqueness, Ban Chiang archeological site was then
registered as a World Heritage Site in BE 2535 (1992 AD) during the
16th World Heritage Annual Conference at Santa Fe, USA. Ban Chiang
prehistoric archeological site was qualiﬁed by its criteria; item 3 (iii) - to
bear a unique or at least exceptional testimony to a cultural tradition or
to a civilization which is living or which has disappeared. (The world
heritage information center)
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A

ncient History Period
Development of States
in Thailand Area

Since historians generally use
scriptures to determine the period of
ancient history from the prehistoric
period, the starting points of ancient
history in turn vary from place to place.
Evidence to conﬁrm the status of ancient
history was the discovery of journals of
Chinese merchants in the region of
Southeast Asia, or as known among sailors as “Suvannabhumi”,
appeared in merchant records of China and India. Apart from records
from Chinese merchants, there are also records in Pallava language which
was popular in South India including Khao Rang inscription,
Prachinburi Province, and inscription at Muang Chantaburi District which
are dated around 10th-11th Buddhist Century (5th–6th Century). This
evidence indicates the start of ancient history in Southeast Asia.
The study of the early history of Thailand before 20th Buddhist
Century (15th Century) relies heavily on travel journals of Chinese since
there were contacts in diplomatic and trade aspects for a long time. The
ﬁndings suggested that there was a great diversity in Southeast Asia.
There were states and harmonies of folkways with strong inﬂuences from
India including religion, governments, and arts and knowledge. (Pises
Jiajanpong BE 2532 (1989 AD))
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A

ncient Kingdoms

in Thailand Development
of Kingdom and States
during 13th–17th
Buddhist Century
(8th–12th Century)

Since 12th Buddhist Century (7th Century) and on, there were two
vital changes in Southeast Asia or “Suvarnabhumi”:
1. The fall of the Roman Empire suddenly halts trade between Rome
and India. Meanwhile China entered its new dynasty, the Tang dynasty,
when it expanded greatly and resurrected its interests outside its own
lands. China then had a greater role in trade over this area, instead of
Rome and India.
2. There were also changes in power centers in this area as the
Funan Kingdom was overcome by Chenla. This in turn set free smaller
city states, kingdoms, and tribes that were once subjected to Funan.
Suvarnnabhumi, or the land now known as Thailand, consisted of
many smaller states that were strengthened during this period including
the Kingdoms of Dvaravati (Tolopoti), Nakhonchaisri, and Tampornling
according to the journal of a Xuanzang monk who famously traveled to
India by land, and later a Yiming monk who journeyed to India by sea
in the early 13th Buddhist Century. During this period, a number of ancient
city states within the current area of Thailand had united and developed
their own cultures in their own manner, mostly fused with what they
learnt from India and from different merchants they encountered.
Indian inﬂuences were clearly in beliefs, religion, arts and culture, and
government.
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The kingdoms of Dvaravati and Srivijaya were highly but
indirectly inﬂuenced by India by the inﬂuences of the Khmer Kingdom,
which was in turn inﬂuenced by Funan and Chenla respectively. This
inﬂuence occupied most of Issan to the Kingdom of Lavo which is now
in Lopburi Province.
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varavati Kingdom

14th-16th Buddhist Century
9th -11th Century

Yimink, a Chinese Monk mentioned the name of the Kingdom of “ToLo-Po-Ti” by recording that this was
located in Chaophraya watershed
which many scholars of this ﬁeld assumed is the Kingdom better known
as “Dvaravati”. The center of this civilization has been controversial as
different scholars assumed Nakhon Pathom, U Thong, and the latest
assumption is Sri Thep (Piriya Krairiksh BE 2560 (2017 AD)). This is
because the latest excavation at Sri Thep discovered Sanskrit inscriptions
written “Sri Varavati Svarapunaya” in many areas. This line means
‘The merit making of King Sri Dvaravati’. This implies that city states
within Dvaravati culture were located in a wider area than the current
Thailand. The noticeable features are moats, shapes of the ‘twin city’
settlements which resemble the number eight. They often chose to settle
on the second or smaller tributaries like at Khoo Bua - Ratchaburi,
U Thong – Suphanburi, Tritrueng – Kampangpetch, Sri Thep Petchaboon,
or even Haripunchai – Lamphun; all were twin settlements in ‘8’ shape.
Among those city states of Dvaravati Culture, there was trade among
them via waterway transportation, as well as trade with other kingdoms
further away. There were a variety of ethnicities including Mon, Khmer,
and foreign merchants from South India which are models and
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foundation of the glorious Dvaravati Culture during 14th – 16th Century
before the arrival of the stronger inﬂuence of the region like Khmer
Empire in late 16th Buddhist Century.

S

rivijaya Kingdom

13th – 19th Buddhist Century
8th – 14th Century

While city states of Dvaravati Culture were
at their peak in the central region watersheds as
well as Pasak and Moon watersheds in the south of the current Thailand,
there is strong evidence indicating prehistoric settlements in many caves
and cliffsides which are roughly dated to 5,000–6,000 year ago, such as
in Ao Luek District – Krabi Province, and Takua Thung District, Phan
Nga Province. The excavations discovered polished stone tools, pebble
tools, terracotta, and seashell ornaments, and further showed that these
settlements which existed furthermore until 2,500 years later migrated
to seaside plains. They further developed into an agrarian society which
was the starting point to develop into ancient history later.
During 8th–12th Buddhist Century (3rd–7th century), there was a
discovery of maritime trade from the southern region. This was revealed
by the discoveries of artifacts of various cultures such as Greek, Roman,
Arab, Indian, and Chinese. These communities developed more from
being seaports, and from maritime trade. During this period, knowledge
was accumulated, so smaller trade stations or communities were
developed into city states with princes or viceroys.
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SKingdom
rivijaya

There are many journals or records of merchants or sailors such as
Suliman’s journals or Masudi’s journals. Both described vividly the
wealth of Sabak island in BE 1486 (943 AD) that “people lived there in
large numbers with massive troops and fast sloops. The king has all sort
of all fragrances and agarwood in large quantities. His land produced
camphor, agarwood, clove, sandalwood, musk, cardamom, and long
pepper.” The most powerful record among these is Zhu Fan Zhi by Zhao
Rugua, a custom superintendent at Quanzhou, Fujian province. The
record is dated around BE 1768 (1225 AD) and was sourced from his
conversations with foreign merchants who showed up at this city. The
book described different rulers of various kingdoms and trade stations,
and further it cataloged local products used in trade such as
camphor, agarwood, hardwoods, clove, sandalwood, and cinnamon.
Besides these, there were pearls, frankincense, herbs, ivory, corals,
Chrysoberyl, amber, cotton, and sword blades. Foreign merchants
gathered here would trade with gold, silver, ceramics, laces, silks, sugar,
Lexsamchu liquor, rice, dry fragrances, herbs, and camphor. (Lax Boonruang, BE 2554 (2011 AD)) These all demonstrated the wealth and
civilized culture the Srivijaya Kingdom achieved.
The Srivijaya Kingdom had declined in early 18th Buddhist Century
as in late Song dynasty changed its trades policies from middlemen to
direct trades with kingdoms. It reduced trades over the Malacca strait
where Srivijaya controlled over, plus the fact that they were islands
with loose centers, there were separatists and became their own states.
Eventually it was overcome by Tamil forces from Southern India until
its demise.

for Tour Guides

15

K

ampoch Kingdom

and Influences to
Suvarnabhumi Region

From the development during the late Neolithic period until the
changes of trade routes by Suvarnabhumi, many trade stations and
settlements became cities as the discoveries of Roman silver coins, or
Persian beads or terracotta with an image of two elephants on both sides
of Phra Sri (Lakshmi Shakti, a consort of Vishnu), both sprayed with
water over Phra Sri in the middle. Archeologists often call this ‘Gaja
Lakshmi’ coin as it was believed to bring prosperity to the owner and
carrier. The coins were found in large amounts indicating the height of
maritime trade.
The Funan Kingdom was a kingdom developed from a south port
city of ‘Ou Kaeo’ of Cambodia to cover the south Mekong delta. The
Kingdom expanded quickly by its beliefs and religion.
In the late 6th century, the Funan kingdom was challenged by a new
state called Chenla, centered in Sreshthapura, now in the south of Laos,
believed to be at Vat Phou, Champasak. King Mahendravarman of Chanla
overcame Funan and other states nearby, and developed the kingdom
with South Indian culture inﬂuenced by the defeated Funan. The key
belief transferred down was the Deveraja cult which had inﬂuences all
over the area of Cambodia before it went north to the Moon watershed
of South Issan towards the west Chao Phraya plain centered at Lavo.
The Chenla Kingdom was at its peak during 6th–8th century with a
vast area from the south of the current Laos to the whole area of the
Tonle Sap great lake, which was the most abundant area for agriculture
and ﬁshing. The Chenla Kingdom also extended further south of Tonle
Sap Lake to the seaside city of Ou Kaeo. With its vast area which was
expanded quickly, there were then many challenges including the south
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seaside from the Chams which were part of the upcoming Srivijaya
Kingdom. This seaport was vital and eventually took over from Chenla.
Prince Jayavarman was sent to be raised at Java as well.
When Prince Jayavarman returned from Java to restore his kingdom,
he in turn ordered to have the city of Indrapura built and install the cult
of Devaraja or god-King. Before this, the cult of Shaivism and
Vaishnavism had human kings who worshipped gods, but Devaraja
pronounced that kings were one with gods, i.e. kings were avatars of
gods. When assuming the throne, god-kings must do three things:
- Digging a big pool called ‘Baray’ to be a main water source for
community consumption.
- Constructing worship sites on the low lands for worshipping
predecessors.
- Constructing worship sites on highland or mountain tops as a
place for god-kings to derive deity power to represent god like
power to rule states and kingdom.
Khmer castle construction pattern was developed from the form of
religious temples in India called Shikhara which were originally from
the north, and ‘Vimana’ which was a South Indian style temple. It was
also inﬂuenced by ‘Candi’ Javan temple as Chenla once was under Java
rule. (Charnvit, BE 2555 (2012 AD)
King Jayavarman II gathered smaller city-states and kingdoms
which had been under attack by Cham to unite under him and installed
the cult of Devaraja and called Kambuja from the local myth of Kambuch
Hermit and Mera Angle. Kambuja kingdom developed further with a
number of changes of its capital cities as to different kings. At 12th
century, the Kingdom reached its peak when Ankor Wat was built as it
was considered a high level of architecture of this great kingdom, before
it was again raided by the Chams.
Four years later, King Jayavarman VII overcame the Cham raiders
and reunited the Khmer Kingdom again. He then rebuilt the new city
partly over the old city, and named it “Angkor Thom” altered the cult to
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Buddha King, and built roads leading to other cities. The famous route,
“Raja Manka” which from the remains could conﬁrm ﬁve main routes
(Surat, BE 2548 (2005 AD)) These roads were meant to connect other
cities which were called Nok Kambuja (Outside Kambuja) which was
meant to boost trade. Naga Buddha Images were made to represent King
Jayavarman VII which have the name inscribed on Phra Khan castle as
“Phra Jaya Buddha Mahanatha”. The images were sent to a number of
cities around as the list suggested. These conﬁrmed the inﬂuences
and beliefs of southern Issan and the central plains.
Cities with this Buddha Image included Lavothayapura (Lopburi),
Suvarnapura (Suphan Buri), Srijaya Ratchaburi (Ratchaburi), Srijayavajara (Petchburi), Vimayapura (Phimai), and many more among the list
found within Phra Khan castle inscription. (Cha-aim Kaewklai) Nonetheless, the list is still inconclusive and controversial among scholars in
this ﬁeld. The list suggested cities of the Korat plateau and central Chao
Phraya plain. The supporting evidence of Khmer inﬂuence can be seen
from their architectural styles of Khmer such as Phimai castle, Phnom
Rong castle, Muang Singh castle, Prang Samyod castle at Lopburi, and
Kamphang Lang castle at Petchburi.
After the death of King Jayavarman VII in 1189, following reigns
were short and ﬁlled with quarrels. Khmer Kingdoms became weak
and city states that were once under broke free. During the late 12th
century, King Pha Muang, the ruler of Rad, got Princess Sikhara Devi,
the daughter of a Khmer ruler to be his wife with the royal dagger
“Sri Indarabodindarathita” to rule this upper central Chao Phraya plain
city. King Pha Muang and King Bang Klang Thao then joined forces and
drove the Khmer ruling party away to break free, so in turn they were
then in charge of trade routes for forest goods freely without being
subjected to the Khmer Kingdom. The Khmer Kingdom was on its decline
and ﬁnally became subject to Ayudhaya Kingdom around the 16th
century.
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Nakorn, Phimai, Srithep, Sukhothai, or route from Sukhothai to Mataban,
a port city in Burma, or from Sukhothai to Phra Bang, or Nakorn Sawan
to Suvarnabhumi, Lavo (Lopburi) and Ayudhaya, and so on.

SKingdom
ukhothai

BE 1792-2006 (1249–1463AD)

Early Sukhothai history writings are mainly based on the second
stone inscription telling the stories of Maha Thera Sri Sattha’s journey
to Lanka. Maha Thera Sri Sattha narrated that he was born in Song Kwai,
which now is Phitsanulok, to Phraya Kamhang Phraram and had King
Sri Nao Namthum as a grandfather. The key information is that Sukhothai
was free under King Nao Namthum, and when he had passed away,
Sukhothai fell back to be under the Khmer Kingdom again. King Pha
Muang, the ruler of Rad, and his friend, King Ban Klang Thao assembled
troops to take over Si Satchanalai and Sukhothai successfully. But
instead of establishing himself as a King of Sukhothai, King Pha Muang
made King Bang Klang Thao a king of Sukhothai named “Sri Indara
Bodindarathita” which was initially given, as mentioned on the stone
inscription “The holy ghost of Sri Sodharapura rulers” to King Pha Muang
was in turn passed on to King Khun Bang Klang Thao (Vilairat BE2541)
There are many kings reigning during the Sukhothai period. The
famous one with many heritages is King Ramkamhang The Great. With
his great talents, Sukhothai saw a great expansion of its area, a great
wealth from trade, particularly caravan trade, and a practice of free trade
in his city state as described on the First Stone Inscription. Sukhothai’s
glorious development sent a positive impact to the other city states. The
goods in high demand were forest goods which led to more new trade
routes. The old Raja Manka routes connecting different cities like Phra

Sukhothai was famously known at regional level as a ceramic producer. The evidence from King Ramkamhang’s time showed that parts
of tributes and gifts to China were Sukhothai ‘Sangkhalok’ ceramics in
which parts of ceramic techniques were derived from China. Even the
word ‘Sangkhalok’ was mutated from “Song Kolok” which means “Song
style kiln”. This olive green ceramic was widely popular and manufactured during the Song dynasty, 9th – 12th century. These ceramics were
popular in Europe with its olive green glaze which is called ‘Celadon’
Sangkhalok ceramics are ﬁred twice: the ﬁrst was of lower heat in a
round kiln called Tu-reang to set. Then it was painted, glazed, ﬁred again
in a ventilated horizontal kiln with higher heat. Ceramic glaze was considered very advanced at that period.
Due to the unrest in China, Sukhothai’s ceramics export thrived as
it could meet the demand China did not fulﬁll. The Sangkhalok ceramics
industry grew exponentially and enriched the Sukhothai Kingdom. This
also led to more invasions and raids, and ultimately to its fall.

AKingdom
yudhaya

BE 1893–2310 (1350–1767 AD)

After the death of King Ramkamhang The Great, the uniﬁcation of
these city states erodes, and the power over forest goods trade route
deteriorated. People of the lower part of the Chao Phraya plain started
gaining strength by trading more by boat both up and down the River.
The coalition of King of Lavotayapura and from Suphanabhumi or
Suphanpura together established a new kingdom under the new King
Uthong.
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It was a wealthy port city and very well known by merchants everywhere
from Asia to Europe. Despite the ﬁrst fall of Ayudhya, the Kingdom
recovered quickly.

During the inauguration of the Ayudhaya Kingdom, people were
made to migrate as the Charakhae Samphan River changed its course
and due to a plague. King Uthong of the House of Suphanbhumi was
forced to abandon the old site for new site at Nong Sano, which later
became an important capital city as well as a trade center controlling
journey routes over the Chao Phraya River. A trade center for rice, forest
goods, and spices. Soon it was very well known by merchants and travelers as “Krungthep Dvaravati Sri Ayudhaya”.
The Ayudhaya Kingdom was a capital city for 417 years with 33
kings from 5 dynasties. It was the period that the Kingdom was consolidated for Thais and leaving behind many cultural legacies. In general
historians divided this Kingdom into three periods.

The last period is the decline BE 2231–2310 (1688–1767 AD)
ranged from King Phetracha, to King Ekkathat. Ayudhaya became weak
in military as well as political aspects. There were many power struggles
internally. Burma launched a great invasion and encircled Ayudhaya for
23 months to starve Ayudhaya for supply, water, ammunitions, and
eventually morale. Ayudhaya ﬁnally fell and was destroyed. Phraya
Taksin spent only 7 months to regain territory and sovereignty.
Ayudhaya is actually an island surrounded with three rivers, i.e.
Chao Phraya, Lopburi, and Pasak. Its formal name was “Krungthep
Mahanakorn Bovorndvaravati Sri Ayudhaya Mahadilophop Nopparat
Ratchathani Burirom Udomnivessathan”. Initially, it was called “Ayodhaya” which means a city of Rama, an avatar of Vishnu. Rama then
became a name of the god-king according to Hindu belief. Since King
Naresuan The Great changed its name to restore good luck to the Kingdom to “Ayudhaya” which means an invincible city when he restored
sovereignty of Siam at Krang in BE 2127 (1584 AD)

The ﬁrst period could be called ‘founding and consolidating period’
BE 1893–1901 (1350–1358 AD) from King Ramathibodi I (King Uthong)
to King Borommarachathirat II (Chao Sam Phraya). The Kingdom was
small and managed for its stability with a loose alliance with the Khmer
Kingdom before it was conquered. At that time, trade with China was
the only trade.

The forms of government during early Ayudhaya period consisted
of the central government at the capital city, with four buffer cities each
side. King Uthong appointed four different ministers to run four departments: Vieng, Vang, Klang, and Na. There were inner cities, outer cities,
and tributary states. In the reign of King Trailokkanat (BE 1991–2031
(1448–1488 AD) there was a major reorganization by dividing military
to be under one chancellor, and civil administration under another chancellor which was generally called “Chao Phraya Chakkri”

The second period was the glorious period of political power and
wealth BE 1991–2231 (1448 – 1688 AD) which was from King Borommatrailokkanat to King Narai The Great. Ayudhaya during this period
was well consolidated, and saw drastically more foreign trade than ever.

The Ayudhaya economy was wealthy from its two main economic
foundations, i.e. agriculture, and foreign trades. The Kingdom earned
by taxing one tenth and the tax was called Jangkob which was to be
collected at both land and sea passes called “Khanom”. All merchants
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were required to contact only the Royal Court. During the Ayudhaya
period, the area of Wat Arun was called “Khanom Bang Makok” a
location of a custom house before sailing in further to trade with Royal
Court. Other government revenues featured labour tax which was
money or things people sent in place of conscribed labour such as tin
tax, and charges for contacting government called Ruecha.
Ayudhaya had good foreign trade relations such as China, Japan,
Persia, and some European nations like Portugal which was the ﬁrst
Western nation to trade with Ayudhaya. Portuguese Catholic priests
arrived to expand their Roman Catholic belief, particularly during the
reign of King Narai The Great. The wife of Chao Phraya Wichayen was
Marie Guimar who was mixed Japanese-Portuguese was appointed
to serve as a cook in the royal court. She was the ﬁrst to introduce egg
to Siamese cooking such as Thong Yip, Thong Yord, Foi Thong, and
Thong Eak.
The relationship with Holland (The Netherlands) was in trade as
well as politics. Ayudhaya also traded with England and France, just to
balance national security during this colonial period. The relationship
with France started up with religion and extended to trade and politics.
France sent a diplomatic mission led by Chevalier de Chaumont for the
ﬁrst time in BE 2228 (1685 AD) and in return Siam sent Phra
Wisuthisunthorn (Kosa Pan) as a Siamese Embassy to King Louis XIV
of France. By the end of the reign, the relationship had ended due to
political reasons until the reign of King Phetracha (BE 2231–2246
(1688–1703 AD). This reign witnessed the end of foreign trades which
led to an economic crisis of Ayudhaya.
When King Taksin, the former sheriff of Tak could restore Siamese
sovereignty and united all the factions, he was forced to move the
Kingdom to Thonburi from war-torn Ayudhaya.
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Phraya Tak inaugurated and
ascended to the throne to be King
Taksin the Great. His reign lasted
15 years, and saw rapid growth in
all aspects such as politics and
government, economy and society. The reign united and consolidated
the Kingdom and rooted down for Rattanakosin period further.
King Taksin The Great restored Buddhism with great care by
repairing and constructing temples and maintained support for other
faiths like giving lands to build religious temples like Santa Cruz Church
in Kudee Cheen community, and Bang Lunag Mosque. He also
promoted mediation and restored Wat Arun, which was in the same
parameter with his palace.
In reviving Siam, Thonburi was chosen to be a capital when the
Kingdom altogether was not stable. It was chosen as it was closer to the sea
and could be used as an escape route during wartime. There was a fort
in Thonburi built during the reign of King Narai The Great, called
Wichayen fort, and later refurbished and renamed as Wichai Prasit Fort.
Thonburi was a small city close to the sea which was ideal for foreign
trade and easy to ﬁnd explosives for national defense. In short, during the
short period of Thonburi, King Taksin determined to revive and consolidate
the unity and sovereignty hopefully returning to her former glory.
In BE 2325 (1782 AD) Phraya San mutinied, and captured King
Taksin at Wat Arun’s ordination hall. When Chao Phraya Maha Kasatsuek
(Thong Duang) arrived from the Khmer war, all noblemen agreed to
execute King Taksin by clubbing when he was 48. The rumor has it that
he indeed escaped and ordained at Wat Khao Khun Prom Temple, Promkhiri District, and really died in BE 2368 (1825 AD)
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arly Rattanakosin
BE 2325–2394 (1782–1851 AD)

King Rama I (Yodfa Chulaloke) The
Great BE 2325–2352 (1782–1809 AD) was
born on 20 March BE 2279 (1736 AD) to his
father “Thong Deee” and his mother “Yok” who was a daughter of a
wealthy family during the Thongburi period. After being ordained, he
served as a page in the Court of King Uthumporn during Ayudhaya
period. Later he married Nak, daughter of a wealthy man in Amphawa
district, Samut Prakarn, later Queen Amarintra. He was promoted to be
Chao Phraya Chakri, and subsequently Somdet Chao Phraya Maha Kasatsuek. King Rama I’s reign lasted 27 yearsas he passed away on 07
September BE 2352 (1809 AD).
His ﬁrst mission was to move the capital city to the east side of
Chao Phraya River which is now Bangkok. It is of a better location in a
strategic point of view. The new palace was built along with Wat Phra
Sri Rattana Sassadaram (Wat Phra Kaew) to support the new Grand
Palace. Then he revived Thai culture inheriting from Sukhothai and
Ayudhaya. He was a brave warrior and a great commander in chief,
particularly in Khao Thub war (War of Great Nine Battalions) against
Burma in BE 2328 (1785 AD). He also legislated a new code of law
called Code of Tra Sam Duang (Three Seals Code of Law)
King Rama I, the ﬁrst king of Chakri dynasty, was a great ruler and
talented warrior, he expanded the Kingdom and helped develop in various
aspects contributing to public happiness.

K
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ing Buddha Loetlah Naphalai

(King Rama II) (BE 2352–2367) (1809–1824 AD)

King Rama II’s former name was
“Chim” and he was born on 24 February BE
2310 (1767 AD) at Amphawa District,
Samut Prakarn to King Yodfah Chulaloke
The Great and Queen Amarintra during his
tenure as a Sherriff of Ratchaburi. He was
appointed to be Prince Issara Sunthorn when
his father inaugurated himself to the ﬁrst king
of Chakri Dynasty. He ascended to the throne
in BE 2352 (1809 AD) and died on 21 July
BE 2367 (1824 AD) at the age of 56.

His key mission on security was to assign lands for migrated Mon
to settle down in Pathum Thani, Nontaburi, and Nakhon Khuen Khan
(Phra Pradaeng) for the security of Thais. He reduced the period of
annual labor conscription to 3 months a year, so men could spend more
time with family. He banned opium trade and usage. In BE 2354 (1811
AD) the new ﬂag featuring a white elephant in a discus on red ﬂag was
made to his command to be a ﬂag of Thailand in BE 2359 (1816 AD).
In BE 2364 (1821 AD) the United Kingdom sent John Crawford to
establish a relationship in the aspects of art and culture. King Rama II
was a great artist of Thailand with talents in literature as he composed
seven pieces of books and poetry. In architecture and sculpture, Wat
Arun’s Pagoda was ordered to be designed and built. He also took part
in carving the door of the ordination hall of Wat Suthat Temple. He was
a talented musician who composed the song “Bulan Loyfah”, to
compliment the beauty of the Moon. King Rama II was outstanding in
literature of arts and his reign was dubbed as a golden age of literature
for the early Rattanakosin period.
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K

ing Nangklao

(King Rama III) (BE 2367–2394) (1824–1851 AD)

King Rama III was formerly known as
Prince “Tub” and was born on 31 March BE
2330 (1787 AD) at Old Thonburi Palace. He
was the eldest son of King Rama II and he
assumed the title Prince Issara Sunthorn with
Queen Consort Sri Sulai (Riam). He then
assumed the title Prince Jessadabodin in BE
2356 (1813 AD) and passed away on 02 April
BE 2394 (1851 AD) at the age of 63. His key
mission on national security was to interrupt
the invasion of Prince Anuwongse of Vientiane to occupy northeastern
Issan states, and to negotiate a truce with Vietnam over Khmer states
without losing. He promoted foreign trade with Asia and Europe alike
since he was a Prince Jessadabodin. He was excellent in trade which
reﬂected in his personal saving which was dubbed as “red bag saving of
Jessadabodin”. It was believed that he later spent on the Franco-Thai
conﬂict during the reign of King Rama V.
King Rama III had been known to be very skillful in junk trade, his
skill and knowledge were famously admired by King Rama II during his
reign as “Chao Sua” or a rich man in Chinese. In BE 2369 (1826 AD)
the Burney Treaty was agreed and 6 years later, there was a ﬁrst contact
with the United States and a trade treaty was agreed on BE 2375 (1832
AD) which beneﬁtted Thailand greatly in term of economy. The treaty
was committed by Edmund Roberts. In ﬁne arts, Wat Arun pagoda was
restored, a sloop shape pagoda at Wat Yannawa temple was built in BE
2387 (1844 AD). In local wisdom aspect, King Rama III ordered to
inscribe all important literature and Thai medical knowledge on slates
and place them around Wat Chetupon temple. So, it was then called the
ﬁrst medical school in Thailand. The Stone inscriptions of Wat Pho were
granted the status as Memory of the World by UNESCO.
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Modernizing and Reforming Period
(BE 2394–2475) (1851–1932 AD)

Since King Rama IV to the Democratic Revolution in BE 2475
(1932 AD) during King Rama VII was the period that Thailand was
modernized and reformed to be like the west. This caused many nations
their sovereignty but Thailand was the only nation that could maintain
its sovereignty owing to the skill and knowledge of its Kings.

K

ing Monkut

(King Rama IV) (BE 2394–2411) (1851–1868 AD)

King Monkut was a son of King Rama II
and Queen Sri Suriyentra (Princess Boonrawd)
and was born on 18 October BE 2347 (1804
AD). He also had a brother who acended to the
throne as King Pinklao (Prince Chuthamanee).
He entered the monkhood before his father
passed away, the throne went to his eldest
half-brother, King Rama III. He remained in
the monkhood for over 27 years throughout
the reign.

King Rama IV ascended to the throne at the best time to save
Thailand from being colonized by the west. At that time, he was
knowledgeable in English and Latin, studied change in other countries,
contacted the west in a friendly manner, and showed a good understanding
of world affairs and the expansion of western powers that sought free
trade in place of old state monopoly trade. He executed foreign policies
carefully and befriended with westerners to maintain the sovereignty and
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to modernize the country. In BE 2398 (1855 AD) Bowring treaty with
UK was ratiﬁed, and the Friendship treaty to Queen Victoria during BE
2400 – 2401 (1857 – 1858 AD)
During BE 2403 – 2404 (1860 – 1861 AD) King Rama IV sent a
diplomatic mission to Napoleon III, Emperor of France. In economy,
free trade expanded quickly and Thailand set up its own Royal Mint
for the ﬁrst time to produce its own coins. The tax system was reformed
to increase state income being used to develop the country. King Rama
IV brought in western style knowledge to reform and improve Thailand
and employed westerners to serve in various ministries and departments
including as military and education advisors. He provided his children
with an English governor to educate English for communication with
foreigners. He set up a printing house in his royal place called “Aksorn
Pimkarn” to print the Royal Gazette and government announcements.
He ordered to pave new roads called Charoenkrung or New road, and
Bamrunmuang, and Fuang Nakhon, roads. He ordered to dig and dredge
more canals connecting the current waterways around Bangkok in BE
2404 (1861 AD) such as Chedi Bucha, Maha Sawasdi, Phasi Charoen,
Damnoen Saduak etc. In social and cultural issues, he abandoned old
traditions by ordering all visitors and staff of his royal court to wear
shirts when meeting, and allowing his subjects to view his parades by
boat and by land. In BE 2399 (1856 AD) he consolidated his monkhood
sect to be called Dhammayuttika Nikaya as a sect in Buddhism. He
edited and wrote up a royal chronicle to be “Royal Chronicle: Royal
Edition” which was edited and noted by his hand. He restored the ﬁrst
Chedi of Wat Pho (Wat Chetupon) temple, and golden mount. In
knowledge, with his ability in English, he could read about many subjects
including sciences, geography, history, and astronomy. He was so keen,
he was able to correctly calculate the date and time of solar eclipse on
18 August BE 2411 (1868 AD) at Wa Kor, Prachuab Khirikhan. After
returning to Bangkok, he fell ill with Malaria contracted during the trip
and died on 18 October of the same year. His reign lasted only 7 years.
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ing Chulalongkorn

(King Rama V) (BE 2411–2453) (1868–1910 AD)

King Chulalongkorn was the eldest son
of King Monkut and Queen Debsirintra and
was born on 20 September BE 2416 (1873 AD).
When he was at legal age, he held the full
sovereign as an absolute monarchy.

In reformation, he appointed many public
and private advisors and counselors. In BE 2417
(1874 AD) he reformed the central administration
by redesigning the administration to be 12
departments with Director Generals, and 10 ministries, which exist until
now. Then the regional administration was reformed to acknowledge
Bangkok as a center. Municipalities reported directly to the Ministry of
Interior. Legal and justice systems were reformed by establishing
Ministry of Justice in BE 2434 (1881 AD). Criminal codes and Slavery
code were revised by a newly appointed committee. A law school was
set up to educate and grant Thai bar in BE 2440 (1897 AD). This resulted
in the abandonment of extraterritoriality. In social reform, he steadily
and incrementally abandoned slavery over the course of 30 years to
eradicate slavery from Thailand altogether. He also abandoned labor
conscription or Prai system as it obstructed the economic expansion in
free trade system. In education reform, he set up the ﬁrst public school
for commoners – Wat Mahannapharam Temple School in BE 2427
(1884 AD) and Department of Education in BE 2430 (1887 AD). Civil
Servant Academy (later Chulalongkorn University), Military and Navy
Academy, and Map Surveyor school were then set up as well.
On national security, during his reign the British Empire and France
tried to increase their inﬂuences in this region and over Thailand. In
reply, he ordered forts to be built at the mouth of Chao Phraya River,
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which was later known as Phra Chulachomklao Fort, Samut Prakarn.
Later France attempted to break the line and sailed through to the French
Embassy at the bank of the Chao Phraya River. And still Thailand chose
to succumb to French demands to compensate over 2 million baht.
Nonetheless it did not stop France to sail and seize Chantaburi, Trat,
Siem Riep, and Battambang along with all islands in Mekong River to
exchange with truce. Thailand also lost the southern part including
Kelantan, Terengganu, Syburi, and Perlis to the British Empire in BE 2451
(1908 AD).
After the crisis of the Rattanakosin Era 112, King Rama V and his
staff tried to solve this in a diplomatic and military way, and by seeking
help from other European powers. In BE 2440 (1897 AD) and BE 2450
(1907 AD) King Rama V went on trips to Europe to create and
consolidate relationships with European powers. The trips featured
visits to, the President of France, the Emperor of Prussia, Queen
Victoria of the British Empire, the Emperor of Austria – Hungary, and
other monarchs of Europe including Belgium, Italy, Denmark, Norway,
and Sweden.
King Chulalongkorn passed away on 23 October BE 2453
(1910 AD) after reigning for 42 years. He was titled “King Chulalongkorn
The Great” and is forever remember by Thais.

K

ing Vajiravudh

(King Rama VI)

(BE 2453–2468) (1910–1925 AD)

King Vajiravudh was the son of King
Chulalongkorn and Queen Saovabha and was
born on 01 January BE 2423 (1880 AD). He
went to study in the UK in BE 2436 (1893 AD).
In BE 2437 (1894 AD), he was made Siamese
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Crown Prince. He ascended to the throne on 23 October BE 2453 (1910
AD) and passed away on 25 November BE 2468 (1925 AD). His major
achievements included the promotion of nationalism among the general
population paying loyalty to Nation, Religion, and Monarch, and national
unity. The new design of the Thai national ﬂag was introduced with the
colors of red, white, and blue which has been the Thai national ﬂag ever
since. He led Thailand to the world stage and introduced the concept of
surname or family name for the ﬁrst time by legislating the Surname
Law in BE 2456 (1913 AD). Then World War I broke out and King Rama
VI led Thailand to join Allied Power and sent troops in support. This
made Thailand better known at international level. He was then titled
Phra Maha Theerarajchao. In BE 2464, He ordered a new basic education
legislation to offer compulsory school for 4 years to all. Chulalongkorn
University was founded as the ﬁrst university in Thailand. He also ordered
to set up ‘Dusit Thani’ as a location to test a new political activity called
‘Democracy’.

K

ing Prajadhipok

(King Rama VII) (BE 2468–2477) (1925-1934 AD)

King Rama VII was born on 08 November
BE 2436 (1893 AD) as the youngest son of
King Chulalongkorn and Queen Si Phatcharin.
His royal coronation was on 25 February
BE 2468 (1925 AD) and he is the last king in
Absolute Monarchy regime and the ﬁrst
monarch in the regime of Constitutional
Monarchy. He reformed forms of municipalities,
and privy councilors. He ordered the written
constitution to be drafted. In BE 2475 (1932
AD) the People Party staged a revolution and
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changed the regime. In BE 2476 (1933 AD) the Municipality Act was legislated which had the same content as the draft of King Prajadhipok.
Later the drafted constitution was given by King Rama VII and adopted
by the People Party. King Rama VII decided to abdicate on 02 March
BE 2477 (1934 AD) and then lived in the UK to his ﬁnal day. He passed
away on 30 May BE 2484 (1941 AD)

Democratic Thailand History
(BE 2477 – Now)

K

ing Ananda Mahidol
(King Rama VIII)

(BE 2477–2489) (1934-1946 AD)

King Ananda was the eldest son of Prince
Mahidol Adulyadej of Songkha and Princess
Mother Srinagarinda. He was born on 20
September BE 2468 (1925 AD) in Heidelberg,
Weimar Republic, now Germany. He ascended
to the throne at the age of nine and remained
in Switzerland for his education with a Regent in place in BE 2547 (2004
AD). King Rama VIII ﬁrst returned to Thailand in BE 2481 (1938 AD)
and then in BE 2488 (1945 AD). He witnessed a victory march of allied
power. He then signed on a constitution of Thailand but was assassinated
on 09 June BE 2489 (1946 AD)
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K

ing Bhumibol Adulyadej

(King Rama IX) (BE 2489–2559) (1946–2016 AD)

King Bhumibol was the younger brother
of King Ananda Mahidol. His Majesty was
born on 05 December BE 2470 (1927 AD) and
succeeded the throne from King Rama VIII
on 09 June BE 2489 (1946 AD) when he was
only 18 years, 6 months, and 4 days old. The
coronation took place on 05 May BE 2493
(1950 AD). A part of his inaugural speech
featured “We will reign with righteousness for
the beneﬁts and happiness of the Siamese
people.”. King Bhumibol Adulyadej is the longest reigning monarch who
had devotedly and truly dedicated himself to the happiness of his people.
In education, he supported all formal and informal education from
primary to higher education with a number of scholarships to study
abroad to develop Thailand. In art and culture, he sponsored to conserve
all traditional art forms and restore a number of lost traditions like
royal ploughing day, a royal barge journey to make merit at key temples.
In religion, he maintained himself strictly within the ten precepts for
leaders (Dhossabhit Rajadhamma) and devoted himself to Buddhism by
ordaining. He was then a patron of all key faiths in Thailand. For
improving living condition of Thais, he initiated over 4,000 royal projects
to cover all aspects of development on virtually every square inch of the
Thailand map, all aimed at creating happiness to Thai people, and he
cared for all citizens as a father cares for his children.
There are now over 4,000 Royal initiative projects which can be
categorized into the following:
1. Agricultural Project as experimental projects – this kind of
project is usually research for species of plants or animals suitable for
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the areas of the project. The successful results are to share and transfer
to the locals and possibly train more farmers on this newly found
knowledge on agriculture, paddy rice farming, soil improvement, rice
terraces, and new theories of agriculture.
2. Environmental Projects are projects on the ways to maintain and
improve the quality of the environment such as soil improvement, waste
water treatment, reintroducing vegetation to prevent soil erosion and to
maintain soil moisture, mixed strategy agriculture with dividing land
into four sections – 30% for water reservoir and aquaculture, 30% for
perennial crops and orchard, 30% for rice, and 10% for habitat, herb
garden, and natural forestation.
3. Public health projects – in BE 2510 (1967 AD) King Bhumibol
founded a royal medical unit to help solve health problems of people
living in remote areas. This has covered extensively all over Thailand.
Also there is a project to train local doctors.
4. Career support projects – This means to help create more income,
so more families can earn more and rely more on themselves. The
projects feature training on agricultural technology, national handicraft
training, small palm oil industry promotion, and seed supporting projects.
5. Water resource development projects–This means to improve
water resources for agriculture, urban and community usages. The
projects feature rainmaking, water gate building, dike and weir building,
river and stream conservation, water resource development for
hydroelectric purpose, bog drainage, irrigation, ﬂood prevention, water
reserve buffer, and dams.
6. Transport projects – job creation and improvement to rural areas,
Bangkok trafﬁc solutions.
7. Social welfare projects – Projects are designed to help people to
have residences, lands to make a living improving quality of life.
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8. Miscellaneous projects – Center for Development Study, sea
barrier, Chaipattana aerator to replenish oxygen to wastewater.
King Bhumibol Adulyadej passed away on Thursday 13 October
BE 2559 (2016 AD) at the time of 15.52. He was 88 years, 313 days old.

K

ing Maha Vajiralongkorn
Bodindradebayavarangkun

(King Rama X) (BE 2559) (2016 AD)

His Majesty was born on 28 July
BE 2495 (1952 AD) and is the tenth king
of Chakri dynasty. He is the eldest son of
King Bhumibol and Queen Sirikit, and has
one elder sister–Lady Ubolrattana, and two
younger sisters Princess Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn, and Princess Chulabhorn.

After the death of King Bhumibol
Adulyadej, the House Speaker invited His
Majesty to ascend to the throne according
to the will of the late King Bhumibol, who
expressed clearly by appointing, at that
time, Prince Maha Vajiralongkorn to be the Crown Prince on 28
December BE 2515 (1972 AD). Prince Maha Vajiralongkorn accepted
it and ascended to the throne to be the tenth king of Chakri dynasty and
assume the title of King Maha Vajiralongkorn Bodindradebayavarangkun
(King Rama X). He ascended to the throne on 13 October BE 2559
(2016 AD) until now. He is the tenth king of Chakri dynasty.
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istory

of British-Thai Relations

Introduction

England or the British Empire had its ﬁrst
contact with Ayudhaya during the reign of King
Songtham BE 2155 (1612 AD) for friendship
and trade with Thailand, but it was not quite
successful. Until BE 2230 (1687 AD) the relation
had ended until it was later restored during the
Rattanakosin period when trade resumed and
later ﬂourished until present.
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British–Thai Relations
During the Ayudhaya
period, England or the British
Empire had it ﬁrst contact with
Ayudhaya during the reign of
King Songtham BE 2155 (1612
AD) with its initial objective
being to trade with Ayudhaya
for its textiles.During Rattanakosin, England from time to time sent its
diplomatic and trade missions to Thailand. In BE 2364 (1821 Ad) the
Marquess of Hastings, Governor-General of India, appointed John
Crawford to visit Thailand to offer its friendship and negotiate its trade
but it failed. Nonetheless, there were more British vessels arriving to do
trade with Thailand and Thailand traded by its rules.
In BE 2368 (1825 AD) during the reign of King Rama III, Lord
Amherst, the new Governor-General of India, sent Captain Henry Burney
to negotiate a new deal with the Royal Thai Court for 5 months.
Eventually a basic agreement was reached under the agreement called
the Burney Treaty dated 20 June BE 2369 (1829 AD). The agreement
included British recognition of Thailand’s sovereignty over Syburi,
Kelantan, and Terengganu. England then enjoyed a trade beneﬁt increase,
while Thailand enjoyed equality, and authority over parts of Malayu.
During the late reign of King Rama II, England again sent Sir James
Brooke to amend the Burney treaty but both failed to agree, so the Burney Treaty was kept alive.
On 18 April BE 2358 (1855 AD) the Bowring treaty was signed. It
was a trade treaty between Siam and the British Empire, in the reign of
King Mongkut or King Rama IV, by Sir John Bowring who arrived with
the message of Queen Victoria and tributes. The mission arrived on 24
March BE 2398 (2398 AD) and was on trade as well as friendship. King
Rama IV realized the imminent threat of imperialism, so he agreed on
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the treaty only to maintain the sovereignty. The Bowring treaty led to
free trade and ﬁnally ended the monopolized trade of the royal court.
Later the Bowring treaty became a template for other happening trade
negotiations and treaties for other foreign sovereigns. The Bowring
treaty was enforced for over 70 years before being faded out during the
reign of King Rama VI after World War I. Eventually in BE 2482 (1939
AD) during Field Marshal Plaek Phibunsongkhram’s premiership, all
agreements of this style were amended and renegotiated in new terms
with all western countries and Japan.
British–Thai relations at that time were not only deﬁned by trade
treaties in BE 2440 (1897 AD) but also on extraterritoriality which had
been negotiated and ﬁnally agreed on 10 March BE 2452 (1909 AD).
The key agreements included:
1. Thailand agreed to relinquish its authority over Malayu
territory including Syburi, Kelantan, Terengganu, and Perlis
along with islands and surrendered them to the British Empire.
2. Asians who were once under British control before this
agreement to be subject to Thai court of law with Thai magistrate
and with the presence of a British consul. In the case that
British subjected Asians became an accused, British Consul can
request case withdrawal. Any British subjects after this
agreement would be fully under Thai law and Thai court when
Thailand implemented fully its own procedural code and court
founding law.
Besides this, there were treaties on demarcation and special court
authority with annex to cancel the treaty of BE 2440 (1897 AD) and on
the southern railroad which the British government offered a loan to
build under the condition that it was to head the construction.
King Bhumibhol Adulyadej and Queen Sirikit paid an ofﬁcial
visit United Kingdom during 19–23 July BE 2503 (1960 AD). Queen
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History of

Elizabeth II and Duke of Edinburgh ﬁrst welcomed them at Victoria rail
station.
On 28 October BE 2539 (1996 AD) Queen Elizabeth II and Prince
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, paid an ofﬁcial visit to Thailand as royal
guests of King Bhumibol Adulyadej and Queen Sirikit to golden jubilee
50th anniversary of the reign.

British-Thai Relations
1
England initiated
contact with
Ayutthaya.

2
John Crawfurd
helped boost sea
trade.

3
Captain Henry
Burney and the
Burney Treaty

British – Thai Political Relations
The UK and Thailand has had a long relationship, as the ofﬁcial
diplomatic tie was founded on 18 April BE 2398 (1855 AD). At that time,
a British Consulate was then established in Bangkok. Then in BE 2425
(1882 AD) Prince Prisdang, on an ofﬁcial mission to the UK, presented
to Queen Victoria his letter of credentials, and then set up a Siamese
legation in London.
The relations have been smooth between the nations for their
bilateral and group frameworks, this close relation has expanded into
various aspects.3 In investment, during BE 2552 (2009 AD), the UK
became the biggest investor from Europe according to the Board of
Investment (BOI) Thailand, and was ranked 4th overall with 1.9 billion
baht. The top investors included top companies like Tesco, Boots retail,
Standard Chartered Bank, and BP. Thailand was rated to be among the
highest growth markets. In return, Thai investments in the UK were led
by the Landmark Hotel Group and Siam Winery Trade, along with over
1,700 Thai restaurants in the UK. The latest ﬁgure of British tourists over
BE 2558 (2015 AD) was 946,919, and ranked 1st among European
countries
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1612 A.D.
(B.E.2155)
Ayutthaya
Era in the reign of
King Songtham.

1821 A.D.
(B.E.2364)
Rattanakosin
Era in the reign of
King Nangklao
or Rama III.

1825 A.D.
(B.E.2368)
Rattanakosin
Era in the reign of
King Nangklao
or Rama III.

4
Sir John Bowring:
the signing of the
Bowring Treaty.
Royal letter from
Queen Victoria.
1855 A.D.
(B.E.2398)
Rattanakosin
Era in the reign of
King Chulalongkorn

5

6

7

The reign of Queen
Victoria, England.

The reign of Queen
Victoria, England.

State visit to
Thailand of Queen
Elizabeth II and
Duke of Edinburgh

1897 A.D.
(B.E.2440)

1907 A.D.
(B.E.2450)

1996 A.D.
(B.E.2539)

2000 A.D.
(B.E.2543)

50th Anniversary
of Coronation of
King Bhumibol and
Queen Sirikit.

During the reign
of King Bhumibol,
English investors
requested BOI
privileges in 224
projects.

King
Chulalongkorn ’s
ﬁrst trip to Europe.

King
Chulalongkorn’s
second trip to
Europe.

8
More than 1,700
Thai restaurants
in the UK by Thai
investors.
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H

istory

of Chinese-Thai Relations

Introduction

Thailand and China have been in contact and closely related since
ancient times, dating back to the times of the Western Han Dynasty
(Emperor Wu of Han), whose historical records mentioned a Tai race.
During the Sukhothai Kingdom, there were records of trade relations
and Chinese ceramic techniques, which were transferred to Thailand.
Waves of Chinese migration amidst war situations during the Yuan and
early Ming Dynasties helped strengthen Chinese-Thai blood relations.
Trade relations continued especially during World War II and the Civil
War in China during the 1930’s to 1950’s. There was an inﬂux of Chinese
settlers from the southern provinces in China, namely Guangdong,
Hainan, Fujian, Guanxi, who ﬂed China amidst war and starvation to
begin a new life in Thailand. Owing to these very long and close relations,
it can be said that “Thais and Chinese are brothers and sisters”.
According to Chinese chronicles, Thai-Chinese relations started in
the Han and Tang Dynasties; the northern Sukhothai Kingdom was
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founded towards the end of the Song and early Yuan Dynasties. During
B.E.1835 – B.E.1846 (1292 –1303 A.D.), there were 9 trade missions
sent from Sukhothai to China and 3 missions from China to Sukhothai
during the Yuan Dynasty. This excluded the invitation extended to
Chinese potters to transfer ceramic technology to Thailand; the Chinese
ceramics produced in Sukhothai were beautifully-glazed and exported
to other Southeast Asian countries.
Chinese-Thai relations reached its highest peak during the Ayutthaya Kingdom and the Chinese Ming Dynasty was concluded in the
signing of agreement after World War II. Especially after the 1911
Xinhai Revolution and the foundation of the People’s Republic of China
in 1949, bilateral relations were restored and ofﬁcially upgraded to
diplomatic relations on 1 July B.E.2518 (1975 A.D.).
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Around B.E.900-1200 (5th-7th Century A.D.): Between the Chinese
Sui and Tang Dynasties and the Dvaravati Kingdom
The Chinese Sui and Tang Dynasties were in contact with the
Dvaravati Kingdom (in central part of present-day Thailand). The State
of ‘Panpan’ (or Pranburi) and the State of ‘Chue-too’ were recorded in
the Sui Dynasty chronicles to refer to ‘the red earth kingdom’. The State
of ‘Panpan’ (or Pranburi) paid several visits to China and brought with
them Buddhist relics, elephant tusks and herbs as royal gifts. Diplomatic missions from the imperial court of the Sui Dynasty were warmly
welcomed to the State of ‘Chue-too’.
The Dvaravati Kingdom also sent an emissary to Chang-an, the
then capital of the Tang Dynasty; the emissary brought elephant tusks
and albino parrots as royal gifts and received well-bred steeds and a
copper bell in return from the Tang Dynasty

Timeline of Chinese-Thai Relations
Around B.E.500-800 (1st-3rdCentury A.D.): Between the Chinese
Western Han Dynasty and the Three Kingdoms and the ‘Suvarnnaphumi’ Kingdom
During the Western Han Dynasty, the Chinese mission was sent to
India; on its way it passed by the Gulf of Siam in the south of present
day Thailand. During the era of ‘The Three Kingdoms’, two emissaries
called ‘Juying’ and ‘Kangtai’ were sent on diplomatic missions to
Southeast Asia. Upon their return, they wrote about ‘Fu-nan-e-ju-ji’
(Amazing story from Funan) and ‘U-sue-wai-gua-juan’ (Story from
Foreign Lands in the U Era).
It was mentioned in a record by a Chinese mission to India that
there was the land called ‘Jin-ling-gua’ or ‘Suvarnnaphumi’ in central
part of present –day Thailand; it went on to say that the land was rich in
silver mining and skillful in elephant herding.

Around B.E.1600-1800 (12th-13 th Century A.D.): Between the
Chinese Song and early Yuan Dynasties and the Lavo Kingdom
Chinese-Thai relations were strengthened economically and politically during the Lavo Kingdom (present-day Lopburi province) in the
central part of Thailand. There were several bilateral trade relations with
cargo ships operating regularly between Lavo and the city of Wujin Zhou
in Fujian province. The Song Dynasty and the Lavo Kingdom exchanged
diplomatic missions; one elephant was sent as a royal gift from the Lavo
Kingdom. During the Yuan Dynasty, there were ﬁve diplomatic missions
from Lavo to the imperial court of Emperor Yuan Shizu (Kublai Khan).
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Around B.E.1800-1900 (13th-14th Century A.D.): Between the Chinese
Yuan Dynasty and the Sukhothai Kingdom

Around B.E.2200-2400 (17th-20th Century A.D.): Between the Chinese
Qing Dynasty and the late Ayutthaya Kingdom

There were several exchanges of diplomatic missions between the
Yuan Dynasty and the Sukhothai Kingdom: 2 missions from China and
9 missions from Sukhothai. Whereas gold, tigers and elephants were
presented as gifts from Sukhothai, the Chinese in return sent potters to
help transfer ceramic techniques. Chinese-styled ceramics or ‘Sankaloke’
produced in Sukhothai became major commodities exported from
Sukhothai to countries in Southeast Asia.

During the Thonburi reign, King Taksin the Great in B.E. 2324
(1781 A.D.) sent a diplomatic mission with the largest amount of tributes
to the Qing imperial court: the mission involved 11 sampans which were
docked in Guangdong while the diplomats went on to Beijing to seek an
audience with Qianlong Emperor of the Qing dynasty.

Around B.E.1900-2100 (14th-17 th Century A.D.): Between the
Chinese Ming Dynasty and the early Ayutthaya Kingdom
Chinese-Thai relations were more prosperous than in the past.
The Ming court presented Ayutthaya with “the seal of King Sian Lua”
as a sign of specially close relations with China; ‘Lua’ is a Chinese word
for Thailand. This period saw the highest number of exchanges of
diplomatic missions, with 19 missions from the Ming court and 102
missions from Ayutthaya. The state-to-state level of trade relations later
expanded to the people-to-people level, especially among an increasing
number of Chinese settlers in Ayutthaya. During the reign of Emperor
Yong Ler, upon his second return from the marine expedition to the ocean
in the west, it was reported that Admiral ‘Zheng He’ led a convoy of
ships along the Chao Phraya River up to the city of Ayutthaya and brought
goods, namely gold, silk and glazed pottery to be in exchange with goods
from Ayutthaya. He also made a survey of the livelihood of the Chinese
community at that time as well.

In the early Rattanakosin era, 44 diplomatic missions were sent to
the royal court of the Qing Dynasty in B.E. 2327(1784 A.D.) during the
reign of Tongzhi Emperor. It is noted that Qianlong Emperor sent a
reply with a special royal seal to King Rama I the Great in return for
golden-plated credentials and the tributes presented. This helped
strengthen China-Thailand relations and prompted King Rama I the Great
to commission the translation of a famous Chinese literature, “The Three
Kingdoms” in to Thai. Since then, there has been a literary trend in
popularizing Chinese literature in Thailand.
In the reign of King Rama II, the export value to China amounted
to 86% of the overall Thai export value. There was no doubt that the
number of Chinese cargo ships docked in Thailand was higher than those
from other countries. At the same time, the number of Chinese coming
to Thailand for trades as well as for settling down continued to be on the
increase.
In the reign of King Rama III, the Chinese population in Thailand
reached almost one million; this resulted in the trend in building Buddhist
temples following Chinese architectural style.
In the reign of King Rama IV or King Mongkut, the number of
Chinese migrants was on the increase at several thousands per year; the
friendly relations between the ethnic Thais and Chinese migrants
resulted in Thai economic development. One evidence was the
royally-sponsored Chinese-styled building at Bang Pa-in Royal Palace.

48

T

hailand’s History
for Tour Guides

In the reign of King Rama VI or King Vajiravudh, there were
altogether 35 translated versions into Thai of the famous Chinese
literature. In the month of January B.E. 2489 (1946 A.D.), the Chinese
government sent a representative to request the Siamese government to
sign the Chinese-Siamese Treaty. This was a major landmark in formal
diplomatic relations between the two countries. In terms of trade, the
main exported goods from Thailand to China were, namely rice and teak
whereas major imported goods from China were textile products, food
and miscellaneous items. There were also more exchanges in the ﬁelds
of culture, education and sports than in the previous times. At the same
time, contemporary Chinese literature was introduced to the Thai public.
From 1948-Now: Between the People’s Republic of China (PRC)
and King Rama X of the Rattankosin Era.
During the Non-Alignment Movement (NAM) Conference in
Bandung, Indonesia in B.E. 2498 (1955 A.D.), Chinese Premier Zhou
Enlai had a chance to exchange ideas concerning diplomatic relations
with the then Thai Foreign Minister. In relation to this, in December
B.E. 2498 (1955 A.D.), Field Marshal Plaek Phibunsongkhram, the then
Thai prime minister, while on a visit to Burma, sent his advisor,
Mr. Sang Patanothai to informally join a meeting on international trade
relations with Yao Zhongming, the then Chinese ambassador to Burma.
It was concluded at this meeting that the two countries would make an
attempt at restoring formal diplomatic relations by way of visits, trade
development and cultural exchanges
In September B.E. 2515(1972 A.D.), Mr.Prasit Kanjanawat, the
then Deputy Minister of Economic Affairs was sent to Beijing to meet
with Chinese leaders to seek ways to cooperate with the PRC and
exchange in the areas of trade, culture, sports and medicine. Later in
October the same year, Mr.Prasit Kanjanawat led a delegation of ofﬁcials
from the Ministry of Commerce and representatives of the Thai business
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associations to participate in the Guangzhou trade fair for export. This
was followed by several number of trade and sports exchanges between
the two countries.
On 30 June B.E. 2518 (1975 A.D.) , M.R. Kukrit Pramoj, the then
Thai prime minister, paid a state visit to the People’s Republic of China
(PRC) on 1 July B.E.2518 (1975 A.D.). The prime ministers of both
countries signed the joint statement for ofﬁcially reinstating diplomatic
relations between Thailand and the People’s Republic of China.
In May B.E.2524 (1981 A.D.), Her Royal Highness Princess Maha
Chakri Sirindhorn paid a visit to the PRC for the ﬁrst time.
King Maha Vajiralongkorn, paid two visits to the PRC, when he
was the Crown Prince of Thailand, in February B.E.2530 (1987 A.D.)
and B.E.2541 (1998 A.D.) consecutively.
In October B.E. 2543 (2000 A.D.), HM Queen Sirikit represented
HM King Bhumibol in the ﬁrst royal state visit to the PRC. Since then,
government leaders in both countries have developed cordial
diplomatic relations.
The Thai and Chinese governments have signed agreements
concerning cooperation in tourism in August B.E. 2536 (1993 A.D.)
in order to promote co-operations in marketing and promotions of
international tourism. Thai tourists were among the ﬁrst group along
with Singapore and Malaysia to be granted permissions to travel to
China. The number of Chinese tourists was averagely on the increase,
so was that of Thai tourists to China.
In B.E.2558 (2015 A.D.), the number of Chinese tourists amounted
to 7,934,791 ; this ranked Chinese tourists as Number 1 among other
foreign tourists to Thailand.
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History of

Chinese-Thai Relations
Song and early
Yuan Dynasties
around
B.E.1600-1800.

Ming Emperor
presented “the seal
of King Sian Lua”
to Thai KIng

Qianlong Emperor
(Qing Dynasty)

Qianlong Emperor
sent a reply with a
special royal seal
to King Rama I the
Great in B.E. 2327

1057-1257 A.D.
(B.E.1600-1800 )

1357-1557 A.D.
(B.E.1900-2100)

1781 A.D.
(B.E. 2324)

1784 A.D.
(B.E. 2327)

Thai-Chinese trade
relations before
Sukhothai Era

Ayutthaya sent
102 missions were
sent to China.
Diplomatic ties
prospered.

King Taksin of
Thonburi sent the
largest amount
of tributes in 11
sampans to China.

King Rama I the
Great sent goldenplated credentials
and tributes to
Beijing.

Qing Dynasty

Li Tieh-tseng
was appointed
ﬁrst Chinese
Ambassador to
Siam.

Li Xian nian
as President of
PRC

Li Xian nian
as President of
PRC

President Jiang
Zemin visited
Thailand.

(B.E.2354-2394)

(B.E. 2489)

1946 A.D.

1981 A.D.

1987 A.D.

1998 A.D.

Almost one
million Chinese
during King
Rama III.
Buddhist
temples
following
Chinese
architectural
style

Formal
diplomatic ties
in B.E. 2489.
Sanguan
Tularaksa as
ﬁrst ambassador
to Nanjing.

Princess
Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn paid
a visit to the
PRC for the ﬁrst
time.

King Maha
Vajiralongkorn’s
ﬁrst visit to the
PRC

King Maha
Vajiralongkorn’s
second visit to
the PRC

1811-1851 A.D.

(B.E.2524)

(B.E.2530)

(B.E.2541)

H

istory of Relations

Between Thailand the Republic
of Korea (South Korea)

Introduction

The diplomatic relations between Thailand
the Republic of Korea or South Korea began at the
ministerial level on 1 October B.E.2501 (1958
A.D.) and the ambassadorial level on 1 October
B.E.2503 (1960 A.D.)
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Diplomatic Relations
The Republic of Korea or South Korea and Thailand have cooperated at both the bilateral and major regional levels. These are the Joint.
Commission (JC) at the cabinet minister level and the Policy.Consultation.(PC) at the senior ofﬁcial level, which are meant to support and
facilitate the framework of the Joint.Commission (JC) at regional levels,
namely the framework of cooperation between ASEAN and South Korea
(ASEAN+1) and that between ASEAN and China, Japan and South
Korea (ASEAN+3).
Members of the Thai Royal Family also paid regular visits to South
Korea as well as exchange visits of government leaders. Accordingly,
there have been treaties and agreements of cooperation in various areas,
namely in science, labor, culture, investment and so on.
Security Relations
Relations between Thailand and South Korea started with cooperation in military and security affairs during the Korean War in B.E.
2493–2496 (1950-1953A.D.). Thai soldiers were sent to join the United
Nations forces (along with those from 16 nations) to help defend South
Korea from North Korea’s invasion. This has strengthened the people-to-people relationships; especially the image of the ‘Little Tigers’ or
‘Payak Noi’ still lingers in the memory of South Korean people.
Economic Relations
There have been smooth economic relations between Thailand and
South Korea. Agreements in the economic area are, namely
1) Trade agreements signed in B.E.2504 (1961A.D.)
2) Agreement concerning exemption of double taxation signed in
B.E. 2532 (1989 A.D.)
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Furthermore, major economic cooperation mechanisms between
Thailand and South Korea include the Joint.Trade.Commission (JTC),
which is the mechanism to facilitate joint trade expansions as well as
ways to jointly solve the problems and deal with the obstacles involved.
As for the private sector, the Korean- Thai .Economic Cooperation
Committee was set up between the Thai Chamber of Commerce and the
South Korean Chamber of Commerce and Industry.
Since the year B.E. 2532 (1989 A.D.), trades between Thailand and
South Korea have been expanding steadily in values. In B.E. 2555 (2012
A.D.), South Korea was Thailand’s No.10 trade partner with net trade
values at US$13,748.53 million US dollars. Thai export to South Korea
was valued at 4,778.9 million US dollars and import from South Korea
was valued at 8,979.73 million US dollars. Major exported goods to
South Korea were rubber, electronic boards, sugar, chemical supplies
and petroleum whereas major imported ones were steel and steel products,
chemical supplies, machinery and equipment, and electronic board
components.
In the year B.E. 2555 (2012 A.D.), 55 investment projects from
South Korea were granted promotional privileges from the Board of
Investment (BOI) of Thailand worth 6,101 million baht. This ranked
South Korea No.14 in terms of foreign investment in Thailand. The areas
most attractive to South Korean investors were metal and machinery,
electronics and electrical appliances, chemical supplies and paper.
Since B.E. 2531 (1988 A.D.), the number of Thai workers in South
Korea have been on the increase. Especially in late B.E. 2546 (2003
A.D.), the South Korean government revised the policy concerning
imported labor forces. That is to say, the then internship scheme would
have to be accompanied by the Employment.Permit.System (EPS), which
has been effective since.17 August B.E. 2547 (2004 A.D.).Under this
new system, the Ministry of Labor of South Korea have listed 8 countries
that are eligible to send workers to South Korea. They are Thailand,
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Indonesia, Vietnam, China, the Philippines, Sri Lanka, Kazakhstan and
Mongolia. In relation to this, Thailand and South Korea have prepared
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) concerning Thai labor to South
Korea. This MoU allowed an increasing number of Thai workers to be
entitled to a quota in the industrial, construction, and agricultural sectors
in South Korea.
The number of tourists from South Korea to Thailand ranked No.3
after that from China and Japan and has been increasing steadily. In B.E.
2558 (2015 A.D.) alone, the number rose to 1,372,995 due to key target
groups, namely the newlyweds (on a honeymoon) and golfers. Major
tourist destinations for South Koreans were Bangkok, Pattaya and
Phuket; especially Phuket has been the No.1 popular tourist destination
among South Korean honeymooners.
In terms of cooperations in science and technology, the Thai Ministry of Science and Technology and South Korean Ministry of Science
and Technology have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
concerning co-operations in science and technology on 29 May B.E.
2549 (2006 A.D.)..This MoU is aimed at promoting and supporting
cooperation in the solar power sheets manufacturing technology and
computer industries.
On 29 May B.E. 2548 (2005 A.D.), HRH Princess Chulabhorn
signed an academic cooperation agreement with the Korean Institute of
Science and Technolgy (KIST) in Seoul on behalf of the Thailand’s
Chulabhorn Research Institute (CRI) ; the framework of this agreement
includes staff exchanges and support for research collaboration. Furthermore, the Chulabhorn Research Institute have signed agreements with
the International Environmental Research Center (IERC) and the
Gwangju Institute of Science and Technology (GIST); Professor Dr.
HRH Princess Chulabhorn graciously signed these agreements on 29
May B.E. 2550 (2007 A.D.).
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Thailand and South Korea formed the Joint.Commission (JC) in
order to serve as a mechanism to monitor relations with each other in
July B.E. 2541 (1998 A.D.); its ﬁrst meeting was held on 20-21 June
B.E. 2546 in Chiengmai Province. The meeting discussed various areas
of cooperations, namely ways to decrease obstructions of access to bilateral trades, tourism, Thai labor, culture, information technology, as
well as other regional issues.
Cultural Relations
The Ministry of Culture has designed a framework for cultural
co-operations between Thailand and South Korea in various aspects.
This framework includes (1) exchange study visits of key staffs in the
Ministry of Culture both at the high and middle levels, (2) initiation and
promotion of people-to-people relations, (3) cultural exchanges in visual arts, performance arts, folk wisdom, and cultural exhibitions, (4)
cultural cooperations in literature, libraries, archives, archeology, ﬁne
arts, handicrafts, museums and historical ruins, (5) cooperations in contemporary arts and culture, namely arts exhibitions, ﬁlms, fashions or
music; cooperations in training, academic seminar cum workshops in
cultural management, modern art museum management, commercial arts
designs for costume, trainings in dances, contemporary music and (6)
other activities related to culture.
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History of Relations Between

Thailand the Republic of Korea
(South Korea)

1
President Rhee Syngman

1959 A.D.
(B.E. 2502)
Diplomatic relations
established. Luang
Sunawinwiwat (Pisal
Sunawinwiwat) as minister.

4
President Roh Moo-hyun

2005 A.D.
(B.E. 2548)
Cooperation agreement
between the Chulabhorn
Research Institute (CRI)
and KIST.

2
President Yun Bo-seon sent
Mr. Yu Jae-hung as ﬁrst
ambassador stationed in
Thailand
1960 A.D.
(B.E. 2503)
Diplomatic relations
elevated from legation to
embassy level during the
Sarit Thanarat regime.

5
President Lee Myung-bak

2008 A.D.
(B.E. 2551)
50th Anniversary of ThaiKorean diplomatic ties
during premiership of
Somchai Wongsawat.

3

H

istory
of
Thai and Japanese Relations

President Roh Tae-woo

1988 A.D.
(B.E. 2531)
More than 40,000 Thai
workers were sent to South
Korea for the ﬁrst time.

6
President Lee Myung-bak
visited Thailand. 55 projects
from Korean investors
applied for BOI privileges.
2012 A.D.
(B.E. 2555)
Yingluck Sinawatra as
Prime Minister

Introduction

The history of Thai and Japanese relations can be dated back 600 years
ago during B.E.2152-2173 (1609-1630 A.D.) during the reigns of the Kecho
Era and the Kang E Era or the Azuchi-Momoyama period during
B.E.2116-2146 (1573-1603 A.D.). What was outstanding during the
Tokugawa Shogunate was the sending of the Japanese cargo ship, ‘Go-shuin’
or red seal ship to Thailand; Japanese came to settle down at the ‘Japanese
village’ in Ayuthaya, the then capital of Thailand. Accounts of well-known
Japanese during that time, namely Akuui Sumihiro, Shiroi Kuemon and
Yamada Nagamasa were recorded. It was estimated that during that time
the number of Japanese in Ayutthaya might have amounted to almost 3,000
at its height. Besides people-to-people exchanges, there were also exchanges
in tributes and correspondences between the Tokugawa Shogunate and kings
of Ayuthaya. However, these were not considered formal diplomatic
relationships. During the closed door policy in the Ieyasu Shogunate, foreign
relations including that with Thailand were forbidden. It was until B.E. 2299
(1756 A.D. or Horeki 6) that a cargo ship from Siam was allowed to be
docked at the port city of Nagasaki.
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Time line of Thai and Japanese Relations
1 During King Songtham of Ayutthaya (B.E. 2131-2154
or 1588-1611A.D.) which corresponded with the Keicho Era and the
Kane Era or the Azuchi-Momoyama period during B.E.2116-2146
(1573-1603 A.D.).
The powerful Tokogawa Shogun (B.E. 2152-2173)(1609-1630
A.D.) sent a cargo ship, ‘Go-shuin’ or red seal ship to the then capital of
Ayutthaya; they came and settled down in the ‘Japanese village’. Japanese
settlers which played key roles were, namely Aku-u-i Sumihiro, Shiro-i
Ku-e-mon and Yamada Nagamasa. It was estimated that during that time
the number of Japanese in Ayutthaya might have amounted to almost
3,000 at its height.
During the Edo Era (B.E.2146-2411)(1603-1868 A.D.), Shogun
Ieyasu founded Edo( nowadays Tokyo) as capital. Shogun Ieyasu
adopted a closed door policy in B.E.2182 (1693 A.D.); this put an end
to all foreign relations including that with Siam. It was until B.E.2299
(1756 A.D. or Horeki 6) that a cargo ship from Siam docked at the port
of Nagasaki was recorded.
2. During the Rattanakosin Era (B.E.2396)(1853 A.D.), Commodore
Matthew Perry from the United States Navy paid the ﬁrst visit to the Bay
of Tokyo with 4 battle ships. A year later in B.E.2397 (1854 A.D.), he
paid the second visit and succeeded in persuading the Japanese to sign
treaties with the US, and later on with Russia, Great Britain and the
Netherlands. This was considered opening Japan for the second time.
Later on these treaties were transformed into trade treaties.
King Chulalongkorn (Rama V) ascended to the throne in
B.E.2411(1868 A.D.); he was one year younger than Emperor Meiji
of Japan. His reign was considered the beginning of the era of
modernization for Thailand. Accordingly, Thailand and Japan resumed
relationship and the Declaration of Amity and Commerce between Japan
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and Siam was signed in 26 September B.E.2430 (1867 A.D. or Meiji 20).
This treaty was the beginning of formal bilateral relations, especially in
trade and maritime promotion; details of this treaty would be outlined
in the other treaties in the future. This was a breakthrough treaty; in that
it was the ﬁrst treaty of the Meiji government with a Southeast Asian
nation. The Declaration of Amity and Commerce between Japan and
Siam was effective one year after in B.E.2431 (1888 A.D.). After the
ratiﬁcations and 9 years after the signing, Mr. Manjiro Inagaki became
the ﬁrst Japanese Minister Plenipotentiary to Siam in B.E.2440 (1897
A.D. or 30th year of Meiji era) and Major General Phraya Ritthirong
Ronnachet became the ﬁrst Siamese minister to Japan. It was noted that
Ambassador Inagaki took the effort in negotiating for the signing of the
Treaty in Commerce and Maritime Between Japan and Thailand on 25
February B.E. 2441 (1898 A.D. or 31st year of Meiji era)
In B.E. 2475 (1932 A.D. or 7th year of Showa) in Thailand, there
was a revolution, staged by a group of military ofﬁcers and government
ofﬁcials led by the then Major Luang Plaek Pibunsongkram, Mr. Pridi
Banomyong and ofﬁcials from the Ministry of Justice, to transform
Thailand from absolute monarchy to constitutional monarchy.
In B.E. 2484 (1941 A.D.), Japan and Thailand elevated the status
of the minister’s legation to the embassy status. This year also saw
Thailand declared a policy of neutrality.
In B.E. 2491 (1948 A.D. or 23rd year of Showa), after Japan opened
doors to foreign trades in certain regions of the country, the Thai
government sent a diplomatic mission to negotiate trades with Japan for
an open account transaction system with the aim to specify the projected
amount of imported and exported goods at 30 million dollars each. The
imported produce from Thailand to Japan with the highest volume
according to this agreement was Thai rice at the amount of 300,000 tons
whereas Japan’s major exported goods were train bogies, ﬁbers and
miscellaneous. In so doing , the Thai government sent Mr.Sa-nga
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Nilkamhaeng, the former Director-General of the European Department
to serve as ambassador attached to Allied Headquarters, which was based
at the former compound of the Thai embassy in Meguro, up to the month
of October B.E. 2492 (1949 A.D.).
There has been an increasing number of Japanese coming to
Thailand annually after an agreement relating to culture was signed in
April B.E. 2495 (1952 A.D.). Relations between both countries have
been strengthened; Thai and Japanese leaders exchange ofﬁcial visits.
In April B.E. 2495 (1952 A.D.), Field Marshall Plaek Pibulsongkram,
the then Thai prime minister paid a visit to Japan whereas Mr. Kishi, the
then Japanese prime minister visited Thailand in June B.E. 2500 (1957 A.D.).
In May B.E. 2506 (1963 A.D. or 38th year of Showa), HM King
Bhumibol and HM Queen Sirikit paid a state visit to Japan.
And later in December
B.E. 2507 (1964 A.D. or
39 th year of Showa), Prince
Akihito, the Crown Prince and
Princess Michiko paid an
ofﬁcial visit to Thailand in
return. This helped strengthen
diplomatic relations between
both countries which would
HM King Bhumibol and HM Queen Sirikit,
pictured with the Japanese Emperor and
enhance further economic
Empress during their state visit to Japan.
cooperations. It is noted that
Japan have given generous supports to Thailand, namely the 4000 million
dollars aids through the IMF, the loan of Japanese yen under the
Miyazawa, credits from the then Japanese EXIM Bank (now the JBIC
after the merger between the EXIM bank and the OECF), trade
guarantees, free grants, academic co-operations and so on. These
ﬁnancial supports amounted to more than 14,000 million dollars. Japanese
was among the very ﬁrst nations that rendered help to Thailand.
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Exchange ofﬁcial visits by VIPs
1. On 25 July B.E. 2543 (2000 A.D.), HRH Princess Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn was the only foreign royal guest to attend the
funeral ceremony of the Queen Mother of Emperor Akihito of
Japan. In August B.E. 2544 (2001 A.D.), Princess Akichino and
Princess Kigo travelled to Thailand to receive an honorary Ph.D
degree from a Thai university. In September the same year, HRH
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn, travelled to Japan for an
honorary Ph.D degree from Gakushuin University; HRH Princess
Chulabhorn also visited Japan in October the same year.
2. As for exchange visits of government leaders, P.M. Chuan
Leekpai paid an ofﬁcial visit to Japan in October B.E.2542 (1999
A.D.) and P.M. Keizo Obushi paid a return ofﬁcial visit as part
of his ASEAN tour. In terms of economic relations, there has
been expansion in Japanese investment alongside with the
changing phases of economic development in Thailand. On the
whole, Thai people have a positive attitude towards Japanese
people. From an opinion survey of ASEAN peoples in 5 countries
(“ASEAN.tudy.”), conducted in April B.E.2540 (1997 A.D.) by
the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs, it was found that 88%
of the Thais saw Japanese as ‘friends’. As a result, Thailand was
ranked No.1 as a nation with a positive attitude towards Japan
both at the government level and the business sector. It is,
therefore, evident that the Thai people appreciate the supportive
effort that Japan has contributed to Thailand.
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History of

Thai and Japanese Relations
1

2

3

4

During the Keicho Era
and Kane Era, a cargo
ship, ‘Go-shuin’ or red
seal ship was sent to
Ayutthaya

During Heroki 6 at the
Port of Nagasaki

Emperor Meiji (20th
year of Meiji era)

Emperor Meiji (30th
year of Meiji era)

1609-1630 A.D.
(B.E.2152-2173)

1756 A.D.
(B.E.2299)

1868 A.D.
(B.E.2411)

1888 A.D.
(B.E.2431)

During King
Songtham’s Ayutthaya
Era, 3000 Japanese in
‘Japanese Village’ in
Siam.

Cargo ships from Siam
to Japan.

Rattanakosin Era, King
Chulalongkorn (Rama
V) ascended to the
throne.

Declaration of Amity
and Commerce between
Japan and Siam was
signed during Rama V
reign.

5

6

7

8

Manjiro Inagaki as ﬁrst
Minister Plenipotentiary
to Siam

Premiership of
Nobusuke Kishi

Japanese PM Nobusuke
Kichi’s vist to Thailand.

The Reign of Emperor
Hirohito and Empress
Nagako.

1897 A.D.
(B.E.2440)

1995 A.D.
(B.E.2498)

1957 A.D.
(B.E.2520)

1963 A.D.
(B.E.2506)

Phraya Ritthirong
Ronnachet was assigned
to serve as Thai
ambassador based in
Japan.

Field Marshal Plaek
Pibunsongkram’s visit
to Japan in 1995 A.D.
(B.E.2498)

Premiership of
Field Marshal Plaek
Pibunsongkram

King Bhumibol and
Queen Sirikit ‘s state
visit to Japan

9

10

11

12

Crown Prince Akihito
and Princess Michiko
visited Thailand.

Burial ceremony for
Empress, Dowager
Nagako, mother of
Emperor Akihito.

State visit of Emperor
Akihito and Empress
Michiko to Thailand.

Emperor Akihito and
Empress Michiko in
Thailand to pay last
respect to HM King
Bhumibol.

1964 A.D.
(B.E.2507)

2000 A.D.
(B.E.2543)

2006 A.D.
(B.E.2549)

2017 A.D.
(B.E.2560)

King Bhumibol’s reign

Princess Maha Chakkri
Sirindhorn attended
royal funeral of the late
Empress Mother

60th Anniversary of
King Bhumibol’s
ascension to the throne

Royal funeral of HM
King Bhumibol at Dusit
Palace

H

istory
of
Relations
Between Thailand
and the Russian Federation

Introduction

Russia is also ofﬁcially known as the Russian Federation. Thailand
and Russia regarded the visit of King Chulalongkorn or King Rama V
to Russia from 3-11 July B.E. 2440 (1897 A.D.) as the starting point of
diplomatic relations between the two countries; this resulted in close
relations between the two royal families. However, since B.E. 2460
(1917 A.D.), there had been no diplomatic contacts due to the Russian
Revolution which changed the political system from absolute monarchy
to socialism. Diplomatic relations were resumed in B.E. 2491 (1948
A.D.) with exchanges of the ﬁrst group of emissaries at the level of
Minister Plenipotentiary. Later on after the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics (USSR) was dissolved in B.E. 2534 (1991A.D.), the Russian
Federation has inherited all the rights and duties of the former USSR. It
can, therefore, be assumed that the Thai and Russian relationships have
continued uninterrupted.

64

T

hailand’s History
for Tour Guides

History of Relations Between Thailand and the Russian Federation
During absolute monarchy in Thailand, Thailand and Russia
instituted diplomatic relations in B.E. 2440 (1897 A.D.) with King
Chulalongkorn or King Rama V’s state visit to Russia. On 16 November
B.E. 2440 (1897 A.D.), the Siamese government appointed Phraya
Suriyanuwat (Lek Bunnag), the then Minister Plenipotentiary of Paris as
Minister Plenipotentiary, non-resident at the royal court of St.Petersberg.
Later on 12 November B.E. 2440 (1897 A.D.), the Siamese government
sent Phra Cholburinurak as the second Minister to Russia; he served both
as the ﬁrst resident Minister and King Rama V’s private representative
to the imperial court of Russia. This was King Chulalongkorn’s policy
to strengthen special relations between the two royal families. King Rama
V also assigned Phraya Mahibal Borirak to take care of Prince
Chakrabongse Bhuvanath who was studying at the military academy
Corps des Pages; Prince Chakrabongse Bhuvanath resided at the winter
palace as an adopted son of Tsar Nicholas II.
During the period from the Christmas holiday in B.E. 2442 (1899
A.D.) up to 10 January B.E. 2443 (1900 A.D.), Prince Vajiravudh was
granted a private audience with Tsar Nicholas II and his wife. This was
considered by Russia as the visit by the most prominent member of the
royal Thai family after King Rama V’s trip to Russia in B.E. 2440 (1897
A.D.).
Siamese and Russian diplomatic relations came to a halt after the
Democratic Bourgeois Revolution and the Socialist Revolution in
Russia in B.E. 2460 (1917 A.D.). Diplomatic relations resumed just
before the Second World War broke out. The Thai government decided
to re-establish Thai-Russian diplomatic relations in B.E. 2482 (1939
A.D.). The process went on successfully and Thailand was the ﬁrst
country in Southeast Asia to establish diplomatic relations with the then
USSR on 12 March B.E. 2484 (1941 A.D.).
During the Cold War, both the Thai government and that of the
USSR made efforts in sustaining cordial diplomatic relations with a
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mutual sense of empathy. The Thai government dispatched the ﬁrst
ofﬁcial mission to the USSR to participate in the 800th anniversary of
city of Moscow in B.E. 2490 (1947 A.D.). Most importantly, the two
governments agreed to elevate the diplomatic relations by exchanging
credentials on 1 June B.E. 2499 (1956 A.D.). In relation to this, each
party elevated the status of diplomatic mission chiefs from the level of
Minister Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to that of Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary. In so doing, the USSR appointed
Mr. Ivan. N. Yakushin as the ﬁrst Russian Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary to Thailand; he presented his credential to HM King
Bhumibol on 8 March B.E. 2499 (1956 A.D.). Accordingly, Thailand
appointed Mr. Jeed Sethabutra as the ﬁrst Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary to the USSR. In addition, the USSR granted the
former residence of Nikita Krushchev , the then Secretary-General of
the Communist Party of the USSR, at No.3 Eropkinsky Pereylok Street
to be used as the Royal Thai Embassy and the ofﬁcial residence of the
ambassador; this was especially a great honor for Thailand; the Royal
Thai Embassy to Russia has been situated there since. In return, the Thai
government granted the building on Sathorn at No. 108 as the Embassy
of the USSR.
Governments of both countries have been successful in expanding
relations especially in economics and trades. The ﬁrst trade agreement
was signed on 25 December B.E. 2513 (1970 A.D.), followed by the
exchanges of the permits to establish Trade Representative Ofﬁces between Thailand and the USSR on 6 May B.E.2514 (1971 A.D.). Most
importantly, there was an opening of the ﬁrst aerospace communication
channel between Thailand and Russia. Thai people have since been familiar with the name Aeroﬂot airline which ﬂew between Moscow and
Bangkok in Ilyushin il-72 passenger aircrafts. After that Thai Airways
Public Company Ltd. launched an inaugural ﬂight from Moscow to
Bangkok on 1 November B.E. 2548 (2005 A.D.).
The relations between Thailand and the USSR amidst the Cambodian crisis and the political transitions in Indochinese countries: Vietnam,
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Laos and Cambodia during B.E. 2518 (1975 A.D.) remained strong.
General Kriengsak Chamanan, the then Thai prime minister paid an
ofﬁcial visit to the USSR from 21-27 March B.E. 2522 (1979 A.D.). This
was considered the ﬁrst visit by head of the Thai government ever since
the establishment of formal diplomatic relations.
Relations between Thailand and the USSR remained closer amidst
changing world situations. These were ,for example, political reforms
in the USSR, efforts at dealing with conﬂicts and successful peace-building in Cambodia in late 1980’s, the re-establishment of relations between
China and the USSR from B.E. 2529 to 2532.( 1986-1989 A.D.) and the
active participation in the Cambodian solving process of the Thai
government. In March B.E. 2530 (1987 A.D.), Foreign Minister Eduard
Shevardnadze visited Thailand to hold discussions with Air Chief
Marshall Siddhi Sawetsila, Thai foreign minister ; this was the ﬁrst
visit at the foreign minister level between Thailand and the USSR.
Later there were three visits by prominent members of the Thai
Royal Family, namely King Vajiralongkorn during 16-21 May B.E. 2532
(1989 A.D.) when he was HRH Crown Prince, the late HRH Princess
Galyani Vadhana, Princess of Naradhiwas in the same year and HRH
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn during 17-24 March B.E.2536 (1993
A.D.). In return, the USSR paid a high-proﬁle ofﬁcial visit to Thailand
by Prime Minister Nikolai Ryzhkov during 11-12 February B.E. 2533
(1990 A.D.); this was considered the ﬁrst ofﬁcial visit by head of the
government of the USSR.
From B.E. 2534 (1991 A.D.) onwards, Thailand was among the
ﬁrst countries that recognized the Russian Federation. This signaled a
new era of Thai and Russian relationship, the era of strengthened mutual understanding that lent itself to the most important history in the
development process of Thai and Russian relationship ever since the
establishment of bilateral diplomatic missions. This was the visit by
President Vladimir Putin, as guest of honor of the late HM King Bhumibol
Adulyadej and HM Queen Sirikit on 21 October B.E. 2546 (2003 A.D.).
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President Vladimir Putin and Mrs. Lyudmila Putin and the delegation
were granted an audience and a reception banquet by HM King
Bhumibol in honor of the highest-ranking leader of Russia. During his
visit to Thailand, the Russian leader demonstrated an especially close
and warm relationship between the two countries by presenting a copy
of the letter written by hand by King Chulalongkorn to Tsar Nicholas II
of Russia to HM King Bhumibol during the dinner reception.

King Chulalongkorn or King Rama V , pictured with Tsar Nicholas II and Empress
Maria-Feodorovna at Alexandria Building, Tsarevich Selo Palace on 10 July B.E. 2440
(1897 A.D.)
Front Row (from left to right) : Grand Duchess Olga Alexandrovna (younger
sister of Tsar Nicholas II, King Chulalongkorn or King Rama V , Empress Maria
Feodorovna of Russia, Tsar Nicholas II of Russia and the then Prince Vajiravudh, the
Crown Prince (King Rama VI).
Back Row (from left to right) : HRH Prince Sawasdi Sopon , Count Mureviev
(Russian Foreign Minister), HRH Prince Chiyanta mongkol and HRH Prince
Chirapravati Voradej.

The state visit by HM Queen Sirikit, on behalf of HM King
Bhumibol Adulyadej, was considered the ﬁrst of its kind in 110 years
after the establishment of diplomatic relations with Russia in B.E. 2440
(1897 A.D.) .
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History of Relations Between

Thailand and the Russian Federation
1

2

3

4

Tsar Nicholas II

Tsar Nicholas II

800 anniversary of the
founding of Moscow

USSR sent Ivan
N. Yakushin as
ambassador to Thailand
(1956 – 1960)

(1897 A.D.)
B.E.2440

(1899 A.D.)
B.E.2442

(1947 A.D.)
B.E.2490

(1956 A.D.)
B.E.2499

Visit of King
Chulalongkorn (Rama
V) to Russia.

Prince Vajiravudh was
granted an audience
with Tsar NIcholas II.

5

6

7

8

Kliment E. Voroshilov,
Chairman of the
Presidium of the
Supreme Soviet of the
Soviet Union

Leonid Brezhnev,
Secretary General of
the Communist Party

Foreign Minister
Eduard Shevardnadze’s
visit to Thailand.

The Union of Soviet
Socialist Republic
(USSR)

(1958 A.D.)
B.E.2501

(1979 A.D.)
B.E.2522

(1987 A.D.)
B.E.2530

(1989 A.D.)
B.E.2532

th

Society and Political Overview

Thai delegates attended Thailand sent Mr. Jeed
the 800th anniversary
Sethabutr as Minister
commemoration of the
Extraordinary and
founding of Moscow
Plenipotentiary to
USSR.

Voroshilov welcome
Brezhnev welcomed
Foreign Minister
Shevardnadze was
Prince Prem Purachatra Prime Minister General
‘s ofﬁcial trip to USSR Kriangsak Chamanan’s
welcomed by Prime
Minister General Prem
to strengthen relation.
visit to USSR.
Tinsulanonda

Ofﬁcial visits to
USSR by the then
Crown Prince Maha
Vajiralongkorn and
Princess Galyani
Vadhana, Princess
of Naradhiwas

9

10

11

Prime Minister Nikolai
Ryzhkhov’s visit to Thailand

The Union of Soviet Socialist
Republic (USSR)

State visit of President
Vladimir Putin as royal guest
of honor of King Bhumibol and
Queen Sirikit.

(1990 A.D.)
B.E.2533

(1993 A.D.)
B.E.2536

(2003 A.D.)
B.E.2546

PM. Ryzhkhovwas granted
an audience with HM King
Bhumibol.

T

hailand - Economy,

Ofﬁcial visit of Princess Maha
Chakri Sirindhorn to Russia.

King Bhumibol hosted a
reception dinner to top Russian
leader

Thailand economy since ancient times – The Sukhothai, Ayudhaya,
and early Rattankosin periods had been mainly subsistence economy.
Around BE 2398 (1855 AD) during King Rama IV, there were changes
towards a more capitalistic society.
1. The monopolized trade system was abandoned, and a free trade
system initiated. The formal monopolized trade of bureaucracy which
had been known as “Phra Klang Sinkha” (Royal Warehouse) was
terminated. Foreign merchants were then allowed to contact Thai
merchants directly. This resulted in a high increase of trade between
Thailand and westerners.
2. Subsistence production and economy changed towards a
production system for trade. Rice became a key export product of
Thailand
3. The Royal Thai mint was founded in BE 2403 (1860 AD) to
manufacture coinage in order to facilitate business and trade.
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During King Rama VII in BE 2475 (1932 AD), there was a global
recession which had negative impacts on Thai exports as there were not
so many items including teak and tin. The regime called state capitalism
occurred during BE 2475 – 2504 (1932 – 1961 AD). The government
needed to expand its industrial production capacities by initiating and
operating by itself such as weaving factory, tobacco factory, paper
factory, and liquor factory, etc.
After World War II, the private sector took up more roles, and the
National Social and Economic Development Plan was designed to guide
national development. Its ﬁrst edition was in BE 2504 (1961 AD). The
impact of this scheme profoundly changed Thailand’s economic structure.
1. Rice, teak, and rubber used to be the only agricultural products.
Then there were more added to such as corn, cassava, sugar cane,
and fruits plus other products from the agricultural industry. In
the meantime, there were increasingly more uses of machinery
and technology in production.
2. The growth of manufacturing and service industries (commercial
banks, tourism, hospitality) increased quickly. International trade
increasingly expanded with higher values in both import and
export sides. Thailand saw more variety of products at that time,
not only agricultural products, but industrial products leading to
more national income such as automobile parts, computer parts,
and circuits.
Thailand’s rapid economic development made Thailand a new
industrial country with mixed incomes from industry and the service
industry. The main income came from the fact that Thailand has world
renowned tourist attractions such as Pattaya, Phuket, Bangkok, and
Chiang Mai. During BE 2555– 2557 (2012 – 2014 AD) Thailand’s
economy expanded 5% on average, and pushed GNP per capita in
BE 2557 (2014 AD) to 196,240 baht or estimated 6,041 US dollar. This
moved Thailand to be “Upper Middle Income Country”.
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From constant global changes, and Thailand’s economic ﬂuctuations
and many natural disasters, King Bhumibol Adulyadej offered a guidance
for life: Sufﬁciency Economy Philosophy, for all Thais since BE 2517
(1974 AD). The concept aims to provide a sustainable, stable, and safe
lifestyle for all Thais under the constant changes.
Sufﬁciency Economy is the philosophy reﬂecting the way of living
and practicing of people of all levels; from family to community to state,
for both developing andadministrating at the middle way. Particularly,
it refers to economic development to cope with changes at a global
level. Sufﬁciency refers to humility, rationality, and the need to have
good self-immunity to any impacts from internal and external changes.
However, this requires knowledge, prudence, and caution in applying
knowledge to plan and execute at all levels. In the meantime, the mental
foundation of everyone in Thailand must be prepared, particularly
civil servants, theorists, and business persons at all levels, they all must
be moral.
Rationality means the application
of logic and reason in making
decisions by considering related
factors, and potential
consequences thoroughly.

Moderation

Reasonableness

Knowledge Condition
(Knowledgeable Careful Cautious)

Humility means adequacy,
not too much, not too little,
not oppressing oneself
and others such as adequate
consumption.

Self Immunity

self-immunity means
preparing oneself to take
impacts from changes
in the environment.

Virtue Condition
(Honest Diligent Patient Sharing)

Equilibrium/Stability/Sustainbility
Life/Economic/Society
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Humility means adequacy, not too much, not too little, not
oppressing oneself and others such as adequate consumption.
Rationality means the application of logic and reason in making
decisions by considering related factors, and potential consequences
thoroughly
Self-immunity means preparing oneself to take impacts from
changes in the environment considering the possibility of near and further
future. The philosophy of sufﬁciency economy is vital to national
development because it will beneﬁt the people, communities, society,
and the country.

T

hai Society
Overview

Thailand’s population in BE 2560
(2017 AD) reached 65 million people: 32
million men and 33 million women. Thais
are friendly and often smile and greet one
another with warmth. One of the frequent
gestures of Thai people is the ‘Wai’. Thailand
is ﬂexible in accepting people with different
believes and cultures. It results in a peaceful
society.

The important social institutions feature
1. Family – The single family unit makes up the majority of Thai
society, consisting of the husband, wife, and children, and possible
servants. Also, there are a large number of families living together in
extended family with more than two generations such as grandparents,
parents, and children under one roof.
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2. Religion and Education – Buddhism arrived in Thailand about
BE 236 (307 BC) and now the majority of Thais are Buddhists. Thai
society has strong bonds with Buddhism. Thais often go to temples to
make merit during holidays and festive times like new years day and
Buddhist Lent days. This can be generally seen throughout holidays and
festive times throughout the year. In everyday life, Thais often get
together to listen to monks’ sermons, perform religious ceremonies, and
pay respect to the monks. Monks closely participate in rural development
such as building schools, public ponds, roads, etc. The Temple or Wat
are very important social institutions of villages, a center of rural
residences. Nowadays, more westerners are interested in Buddhism. In
BE 2508 (1965 AD) The World Fellowships of Buddhists was established
in Thailand (WFB) to be a center for global Buddhists.
Education – During the Ayudhaya period, education had been
limited to temples, just enough to read books of Buddhism. Traditionally,
Thai men when turning 20 are usually ordained to monkhood to study
monk’s disciplines and to show gratefulness to their family and parents.
For those under 20, they could only ordain to be novice, for a short
period during school holidays.
Now Thailand’s compulsory education requires that no later than
7 years old, children must start school and remain studying to complete
9 years of education. After that one can choose to continue in vocational
level. This compulsory education is a part of fundamental education
which consists of basic primary education 6 years, and high school 6
years. Then the graduate can continue at higher education in university
after completing high school.
3. Economy – Most rural Thais are farmers or have professions
related to agriculture such as farmers, gardeners, husbandry, livestock,
and so on. Roughly 90% of Thailand’s exports are agricultural products
such as rice, natural runner, corn, teak, cassava, and jute.
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4. The Monarchy – In Thailand, the monarch has remained a focal
point of national unity since olden times. It was very clear during the
reign of King Bhumibol Adulyadej, Thais took his birthday, 05
December, as an important day and named it father’s day. Thais would
use this auspicious day to pay respect and remember their own ‘father’.
Thai Social System can be classiﬁed into two systems: rural and
urban society.
Rural Society
Rural society is folk society where most people are in the agricultural
sector relying on exchanging labor. They have close relations and like
having good times, so they meet up and exchange news often during
local festive events
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Three branches of government feature
1. Legislative–National Legislative Assembly consists of no more
than 220 members performing the functions that include the House of
Representatives, Senates, and Parliament. Term is unknown.
2. Executive–The Prime Minister is appointed by the Monarch
according to the proposal of National Legislative Assembly along with
no more than thirty-ﬁve cabinet members which are appointed by the
Monarch according to Prime Minister’s nomination. Cabinet is a body
exercising executive power. Term is unknown. The Prime Minister is the
chief of executive power and of the cabinet.
3. Judiciary–The Thai Judiciary consists of Court of Justice,
Constitutional Court, and Administrative Court with all three exercising
this branch of power. Each has its own president governing its own court.

Urban Society
Urban society in Thailand is a very competitive society due to high
development and high living costs. This society has a character of
business and has greater diversity in professions. It does not focus on
traditional social events like the rural society. It is often inﬂuenced by
other foreign cultures.
Thailand was under the regime of an absolute monarchy until 24
June BE 2475, when the People Party committed revolution and took
Thailand to the new regime of constitutional monarchy, with the Monarch
as head of state. Then Field Marshal Plaek Phibunsongkhram placed the
ﬁrst state tradition announcement to change the name of the country from
‘Siam’ to ‘Thailand’ and the people from ‘Siamese’ to ‘Thai’. On 22 May
BE 2557 (2014 AD), the constitution of Thailand BE 2550 (2007 AD)
edition was terminated, and the interim constitution BE 2557 (2014 AD)
was put in place. That interim constitution claimed that Thailand is a
constitutional monarchy and governed by the regime of parliamentary
democracy or coined it as ‘democracy with the monarch as head of state.’

Phraya Manopakorn Nititada
Thailand’s ﬁrst Prime Minster

General Prayuth Chan-Ocha
The Prime Minister of Thailand (29th)

Thailand is a unitary state under one constitution and one law with
one consistent sovereignty for internal and international affairs.
Domestically, there are central and regional administrations
to devolve authority to serve and solve local problems efﬁciently. The
constitutions, every oneof Thailand, state that Thailand is a democratic
regime which has the monarch as a head of state. Thais have political
liberty which is a foundation of democracy.
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hai
Cultures
and Tourism

Thailand’s tourism resources on folkways, local wisdom, cultural
heritage, and traditional festivals outstandingly reﬂect Thainess and have
long been seen as Thai and international tourist attractions. These draw
more visitors to travel and relax, and at the same time visitors will have
the chance to learn and earn new experiences from the attractions in
return. So, tour guides should introduce and educate Thai culture to
tourists and visitors, so they can understand well and behave according
to the codes of conducts of each attraction.
The meanings of Thai Culture
Thai culture means ways of life of Thai people of each region collectively learned from the past. This thinking and belief inherited from
generation to generation is called ‘Local Wisdom’, i.e. in shelter, clothes
and textiles, food, medicine, language, beliefs, and so on. These local
wisdoms arise from blending or adjusting to social contexts, and are
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admired more by Thai society, and are sufﬁcient to be a shared characteristic of Thais. It has then been inherited to the present time.
Thus, this is called Thai culture.
The factors contributing to Thai culture is diversity. This is because
there are multiple ethnicities settling down in various regions and areas
of Thailand. With its diverse climate and geography, each region and
area seem to have their own different cultural uniqueness. However, the
shared Thai cultural characteristics include the building culture (house,
temple, and palace), dressing and textile culture, culinary culture (savory
and sweets), beliefs and religion (festivals and traditions), Thai art
cultures (architecture, sculpture, paintings, and handicraft art.), and Thai
literature.
Interesting Thai culture for tourist feature:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Building culture (house, temple, and palace),
Dressing and textile culture, culinary culture (savory and sweets),
Beliefs and religions (festivals and traditions),
Thai art culture (visual arts and performing arts)
Thai language and Thai literature.
Thai costumes

1. Building culture (house, temple, and palace)
Thais once coined the term ‘Ruen’
to refer to an actual shelter or place to
stay as referring to different house
styles, while the term ‘Baan’ referred to
a village or community, a collective of
houses, as commonly found in village
names. Now both terms are used
together in one word. In the past Thais
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settled on the plain by streams or rivers as they once used waterways as
the main mode of transport, more than land transport. Water from those
waterways was long used for daily consumptions as seen in
old Bangkok or Ayudhaya, so popular it was once called “The East Venice”.
Later when roads became the main mode of transport, settlement
moved to be by the roads instead as we have seen now. Houses of
different regions usually have different and unique characters. The shared
feature is the material used in construction which is “wood” which is
generally a locally availabl wood. Teak was often the wood of choice,
for example.
Nowadays, the construction is far more western contemporary
with more durable materials such as brick and cement. Nonetheless, the
traditional belief in the process of building remains such as the facing
of the house – not to face west, the rotation of the staircase–only clockwise, the head alignment of the beds – only east or south, the planting
of auspicious plants such as jackfruit, tamarind, and star gooseberry, etc.
The Temple or Wat refers to the place of Buddhist rites and rituals.
‘Aram’ was a former name of temple. The temple has long been an
important social place for a long time. The temple is the center of
communities where people meet, discuss, and were often educated before
the concept of school. It is a faith center of local Buddhists. Even though
Thailand has Buddhism as a national religion, other Thais with different
faiths can live together peacefully.
Temples are a cultural tourism resource which have been popular
among Thai tourists as well as international tourists. There are two types
of temple; Royal and people. People temple means the temple has been
built by the people devoting it to Buddhism. Royal temple refers to a
temple built or restored by the King, or Queen, or member of royal
family. It can be known by the name as they are named differently. The
latter part of the name usually indicate this status. If there is no tag,
generally it is people temple. Royal temples are divided into different
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classes. These are eight important temples as they are of each past
monarch.
• Wat Phra Chetuphon Vimolmangklararm Rajwaramahaviharn
or Wat Pho –Temple of King Rama I – King Buddha Yodfa
Chulaloke The Great
• Wat Arun Ratchawararam Ratchawaramahawihan or Wat
Arun–Temple of King Rama II – King Buddha Loetla Naphalai
• Wat Ratcha-orasaram Ratchaworawihan–Temple of King Rama
III – King Nangklao
• Wat Ratchapradit SathitmahasimaramRatcha Wara Maha
Wihan–Temple of King Rama IV – King Mongkut
• Wat Ratchabophit Sathit Maha Simaram Ratcha Wara Maha
Wihan–Temple of King Rama V – King Chulalongkorn
• Wat Pavaranivesh Vihara Rajavaravihara – Temple of King Rama
VI – King Vajiravudh
• Wat Ratchabophit Sathit Maha Simaram Ratcha Wara Maha
Wihan - Temple of King Rama VII – King Prajadhipok
• Wat Suthat Thepphaararam Ratcha Wara Maha Wihan Temple
of King Rama VIII – King Ananda Mahidol
• Wat Praram Kao Kanchanapisek Temple of King Rama IX – King
Bhumibol Adulyadej
All eight temples have pieces of history and relation to each
monarch. All royal temples were either built or restored by, or ordained
at, by the monarch. After the reign, the royal ashes are placed under the
main Buddha image of the temple.
The area in the temple is usually divided into two areas: Buddha
area and Sangka area. Buddha area refers to the area the Buddha image
is placed or Ubosot (Ordination Hall) or Viharn (Vihara). The difference
of Ubosot and Vihara is that Ubosot’s area is deﬁned by Sema or cor-
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nerstone in all four or eight directions. Within the Buddha area, a stupa
or Chedi is commonly found as it was built to keep the ashes or bones
of Lord Buddha or an important person. This area is usually welcome
for visitors to observe and worship, while the Sangka area is the living
quarters of monks who stay there. One of the most unique temples is
Wat Phra Kaew (Wat Phra Sri Rattana Sasadaram) as it was built with a
Palace wall, and only has a Buddha area but no Sangka area as it was
intended to have monk residents. This temple is considered to be a
Buddhism center of Thai culture. Tourists and visitors must dress and
behave properly as suggested by Thai tour guides.
The Palace is the residence of the monarch and royal family
members. A clear indicator of Thai culture is Thais’ loyalty to the
Monarchy. With all the mercy of all the past kings make Thais proud of
their freedom. Now the monarch grants permission to the public to
visit palaces, mansions, temples, and other royal residences.
Temples and palaces are good learning sources for Thai arts,
including the architecture, sculpture, and paintings reﬂecting beliefs and
religion which are the roots of Thai culture.
2. Rice culture (Food and Sweets)
Thais’ main staple is rice. Rice is a
shared culture of all regions. In daily life,
a Thai meal set will include rice and food
to go with rice. Popular food with rice
includes chili paste, fresh vegetables,
and food that is boiled, stir fried, curried
or deep fried. They are from meat or vegetables of the region or area.
Thai food is very diverse in terms of ingredients and taste depending on
the regions. Thai food is popular among tourists especially Pad Thai or
Pad Thai noodle. Even though noodle making is from Chinese culture,
the noodle itself is made from rice ﬂour, therefore it’s a rice product.
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In the past during World War II, rice became expensive due to a
shortage. The Thai government at that time campaigned for Thais to eat
more rice noodle which was cheaper. Thais prefer tasty food, so they stir
fried it with egg, pork, dry shrimp, and some vegetables and seasoned it
with tamarind juice and sugar to give it nice blend of tastes. So it became
popular since. Tomyam Koong is among the ﬁrst Thai food tourists order.
This sour soup has a Thai identity for its main ingredients and tastes that
come from herbs with great health beneﬁts. Massaman curry is a rising
star of Thai food as it recently gains popularity. Its origin is of the Malayu
region as it contains many more dry spices and is very fragrant. Somtam
is a native dish of Northern Thailand which is highly popular among
Thai and international visitors.
Thai sweets have a smoothly sweet taste stemming from its key
ingredients of rice ﬂour, coconut milk, and sugar. Typical Thai treats
include Lodchong, Khanom Chan, Khanom Piakpoon, and Tubtim Krop.
Also there are some ‘borrowed’ treats like Thong Yib,.Thong Yod, Foi
Thong containing egg which was inﬂuenced by Portuguese culinary. The
origin goes back to the Ayudhaya period when Maria Guyoma, or Thao
Thong Gib Ma, a Portuguese-Japanese cook who ‘invented’ these treats.
Nonetheless, the original Thai food and treats have the key ingredient
as rice ﬂour. So it can be concluded that rice is Thailand’s main staple,
and reﬂects clearly and well about Thai culture.
3. Beliefs and Religions (Festivals and Traditions)
Belief is the thoughts of people within the society reﬂecting into
their behaviors and rituals accordingly, and widely accepted and
inherited by that society until it becomes tradition. Religion is different
from belief in that it has principle teaching, explainable reasons,
preachers of the principles, and places of rituals or worship. Both have
been spiritual cultures of Thailand for a long time. They are the backbone
for Thai folkways enabling peaceful coexistence.

Songkran festivals

Thai culture on the traditions throughout the year with roots in the
local beliefs and religions such as Makha Bucha, Asalaha Bucha,
Buddhist Lent days. These days relate to Buddhism. Festivals on local
traditions and beliefs feature, Songkran, Loykrathong, Sart Thai, etc.
These traditions have been inherited through generations. If there is any
fun or game elements within, it is normally called a festival such as
Songkran, which features making merit at the temple, carrying sand
buckets to the temple, bathing Buddha Images, and then splashing water
on one another with fun. While Loy Krathong festival will see people
going to the temple for sermons, ‘Krathong’ or ﬂoating light is to worship
Ganga, the Goddess of the river, and ﬁnally ﬁring up some ﬁreworks.
Every region of Thailand has its own festivals and traditions
accordingly. Most relate to folkways of Thais, such as rice related rituals
or worship of local or basic elements like waterways, mountains, forest,
and ancestors which may or may not relate to religion. Some are more
of a tourist attraction such as Chiang Mai Flower Week, the Cotton
Festival at Loei, the Kite Festival at the Royal Ground Bangkok,
and so on.
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4. Thai Arts (Visual Arts and Performing Arts)

5. Languages and Literatures

One evidence of the richness of Thai culture and an important facet
of Thainess highly appreciated by tourists is Thai arts. This is an aesthetic culture including Thai architecture (house, temple, palace) which could
be originally Thai, or those with other inﬂuences like China, Myanmar,
France, Italy, and Britain. For sculptures, they are mostly inspired by
religions such as Buddha images, deity images, etc. Painting is often
murals within important buildings, both temples and palaces, such as the
mural of Wat Phra Kaew’s corridors telling the story of Ramayana or
murals reﬂecting beliefs or traditions such as ancient medical knowledge
painted as murals at Wat Pho. This is registered as Memory of The World,
world heritage by UNESCO.

Thai communication culture has its
own uniqueness because we have our
own language and alphabet since the
Sukhothai period as it was invented by King
Ramkamhang the Great. He combined
ancient Mon alphabets and ancient Khmer
alphabets to invent Thai alphabet, and it has
evolved to the current Thai alphabet and
language now used by all Thais. Each region
has different dialects, with speciﬁc words,
and some regions have their own original
alphabet.

Thai performing arts feature both ‘high arts’ like Khon, or masked
dance drama, or Nang Talung, shadow puppet, or puppets which are
restored and distributed to reach tourists more. Besides, there are more
local live shows of different regions like Likay, Lam Tad, Mor Lam,
Mor Kan, Norah Dance, Lanna folk music, etc.
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The King Ram Khamhaeng
Inscription

Language and alphabet led to writings and literatures, both essays
and poetry, in great volumes such Ramakien, Phra Aphai manee, Khun
Chang Khun Phan Sepha poetry, and so on. Local legends and tales
are good for tour guides to add to the attractions with tips and trivia
linking to it. This should arouse interest to tourists in a good way.
Foreign tourists often ask tour guides to teach them some basic
Thai words or expressions for basic occasions like greeting, thanking,
ordering food, etc, so it is vital that tour guides must teach the right
things, and offer lessons on Thai manners for tourists such as greeting
with ‘Sawadee kha/krub’ with clasping hands together or ‘Wai’ properly,
or thanking or apologizing appropriately to their occasions.
6. Costumes

Classical Thai Painting Khon
or masked dance drama, Wat Pho

Thai costume culture has developed from the past with great regional
varieties. Most costumes are from natural materials weaved into intricate
and unique patterns such as cotton or silk. In the central region, Sarong
like textiles were popular for both men and women. In the northern,
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southern, or northeastern regions, these were also popular. Nowadays, traditionally-made Thai textile is being revived and supported to be worn
more, though the style and cutting patterns are made to be more
contemporary. Usually Thais dress for occasions of different
circumstances, so to visit temples or places of importance, tour guides
should recommend tourists dress properly.
The reliefs appearing on coins and bank notes of Thailand, on the
front side particularly, is the image of King Bhumibol Adulyadej, or King
Rama IX. While on the back side, there are images of places of
importance like temples and other places, and sometimes former
monarchs of Thailand.
In conclusion, Thai culture usually involves the social institutions
that are the spiritual center of all Thais, i.e. Buddhism which offers
guidelines in behaving peacefully in society, and monarchy which has
been highly revered by Thai, and feeling proud in Thailand’s freedom
and sovereignty.

Sarong like textiles were popular for both men and women.

T

hailand’s Connections

to Neighboring Countries

The connections of Thailand to its neighboring countries in various
dimensions are a shared interest of visiting tourists to ASEAN countries
including Thailand. A convoy of touring vehicles can be seen entering
Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, Cambodia, Myanmar, and Malaysia, or many
tour boats cruising connecting Thailand from Trat, to Sihanoukville,
Vietnamese sea ports, or cruising in Myanmar from Myeik down the
river to the sea and Phuket, or a train journey from Singapore to Thailand,
Cambodia, and Vietnam. All transport connections, whether it is by land,
rail, or maritime, are happening now in Southeast Asia and among
ASEAN.
ASEAN Connect is a vital
priority as it opens up more chances
to learn and exchange our diverse
cultures. ASEAN Connect involving
Thailand might be categorized by
regions as followed.
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North
These connections are between all
Thailand’s border checkpoints linking
to other neighboring countries such as
Mae Sai checkpoint linking to Tachileik,
which means the linkage between
Chiang Rai and Myanmar Shan state. The
lifestyles of the people of Tachileik
include the long neck Karen, gems
market, White Jade Temple, and three
dimensions Buddha Image. Wat Phra
Chao Rakhaeng or as Myanmar calls it
“Wat Thai Yai” or Thai Yai Temple, is a
big and beautiful temple. A replica of
the Shwedagon Pagoda is situated on
the high hill overlooking Thailand and
Myanmar. In Chiang Saen district, which allows free crossing of the
border to Laos, there is tourism activity on both sides of the Mekong
river by boat to learn more about Chiang Saen as an ancient city, and a
former trade center of this region of Lanna era. Now it is still a hub
contact for modern trade with Kings Romans on the Laos side.
To the south of Chiang Saen is Chiang Kong checkpoint located
conveniently on R13 route crossing to Huay Xai of Laos. This route
leads to many important destinations and attractions such as Luang
Namtha, and leads to Sapa in Vietnam which is an important destination
for trade. Chiang Kong also has a port linking back upstream to many
port cities in China such as Keng Tung and Xishuangbanna, which is an
alternative transport from road, and air.
Another interesting checkpoint is Huai Kon, Nan province. This
permanent checkpoint links to Sainyabuli province of Laos leading
further to the world heritage city of Luang Prabang.

89

The checkpoint of the lower north region is Phu Du checkpoint,
Uttaradit, linking to Laos. This route has been called LIMEC which is
a permanent checkpoint connecting to the town of Pak Lay of Sainyabuli.
It features many attractions such as Ang Namtien reservoir, Wat Si
Boonluang temple, Khet Pan Tham Nam Thung, or Bang Vieng Kaew
handicraft or Boon Prawet parade of Phi Ta Khon. Apart from these,
Sainyabuli is known for its elephant merit making festival including the
fat lady ‘Daughter of Elephant’ contest, elephant parades, elephant
spirit inviting rituals, etc. This road eventually and conveniently leads
to Luang Prabang, and Vientiane. For Thailand, Phu Du checkpoint links
to another world heritage site of ancient Sukhothai via Uttaradit at a
distance of 300 kilometers and linking back to Luang Prabang. One can
learn from both world heritage sites for their history.

Northeast
The important checkpoint is Tha
Li, Loei, as it links to many interesting
destinations. Having started from Bangkok via Tha Li, within 4 hours, the road
will lead to Luang Prabang to explore
its nature and culture such as many
waterfalls and ancient temples. Tha Li
checkpoint is also easily linked to Vientiane.
Nong Khai checkpoint is the ﬁrst
important checkpoint ever with its
Thai-Laos friendship bridge linking to
Vientiane which is an economic gateway. Now a city tour to shop for handicrafts and duty-free goods in Laos is possible, along with day tours of
Vientiane’s famous landmarks like Phra That Luang Vientiane, Patuxay
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monument, Haw Phra Kaew, etc. This twin city tourism package of Nong
Khai and Vientiane is one of the most popular routes.
Now there are more bridges crossing the Mekong river, including
one in Nakhon Phanom. This route is very scenic, and is often dubbed
as a ‘romantic route’, an R9 route. This route will eventually lead to the
coast of Vietnam, and the city of Vinh. The city is very pure and beautiful. The route is a true connection of three countries and is the shortest
road to Laos and Vietnam currently existing.
Another main route appearing on the East-West Corridor plan is
the route linking Mukdahan to Savannakhet province and running towards
Hue, Danang, and Hoi-an along R12 route. Visitors will be able to see
many impressive attractions along the route such as the tomb of Minh
Mang, Japanese bridge, Number 101 house, Dragon bridge, etc. Westward, this road runs through Phitsanulok, Sukhothai, and Tak, and leaves
Thailand at Maesot checkpoint, through a special area of the Karen State,
Hpa-an, and Mawlamyine. This East-West Corridor project connecting
5 countries together from Myanmar coast to Vietnam coast, is one key
trade route. This route also includes Khon Kaen, as a center of the Northeastern region which aims to become a MICE center of the region.
A popular route in the northeastern region is Chong Meg checkpoint
in Ubol Ratchathani, leading to south Laos, Champasak province. Visitors can choose to see world heritage sites like Vat Phou castle, and
further natural beauties like waterfalls and islands of the Mekong river,
such as Khone Phapheng Falls. Furthermore, this route also links to Ho
Chi Minh City, Vietnam, as well as Dalat and Mui Ne which are beautiful cities with nature including seaside.
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East
The key trade route connection via
this important interstate road between
Thailand and Cambodia is from Aranyaprathet checkpoint in Sa Kaeo, running to the world heritage site, Siem
Riep. The city is a location of world
re-nown Angkor Wat, Angkor Thom, and
its perimeters which welcome global
visitors to witness the charm and elegance of Khmer arts from the past to the
present day. The route will eventually
lead to Cambodia’s capital city of Phnom
Penh, and linking further to South Vietnam, as well as Dalat and Mui Ne which
are beautiful cities with nature including seaside.

South
The southern route links to the
important neighbor Malaysia via Sadao
checkpoint, Songkhla province. This
long road links to Penang, Malacca, and
Kuala Lampur, Malaysia’s capital city,
and has Singapore as the ﬁnal destination. This route not only link cities and
countries together, it also reveals many
ancient cities, history, cultures, traditions
of colonial time, and contemporary culture like Peranakun culture which is
Chinese-Muslim linking to the southern
part of Thailand.
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Ranong checkpoint will open to Kawthoung checkpoint, widely
known as “Cock’s Comb Island” in Myanmar. This route offers
opportunities for co-promotions of many cities. This also leads deeper
into Myanmar, and makes it possible to explore its coastal attractions
and historical attractions. This checkpoint at Ranong is a vital hub
between Thailand and Myanmar to explore its rich nature.

T

hailand: Ecotourism

Destination

West
The important checkpoint on this side
is Mae Sot, Tak, which links to Myawaddy
leading to Mawlamyine and Kyaik Htee Yoe
or Golden Rock Pagoda, and eventually
Rangoon. Rangoon is known for the
Shwedagon Pagoda which has been a symbol
of the nation. Many tourists visit for its
beauty. This checkpoint also leads to many
attractions in Karen state and other areas.
The checkpoint with a growing
importance is Three Pagoda Pass checkpoint,
Kanchanaburi, crossing to Dawei with the
history of World War II and death railway stories. Also Singkhon
checkpoint leads to Myeik, Tanintharyi. These have potentials of twin
city tourism as it once was a trade center, and still has beautiful nature
and sea.
The connections to neighboring countries with Thailand act as a
center and a starting point for tourism linking to other destinations in
neighboring countries. Thailand can serve as a transport hub for air and
road transport as well as communication. This is another alternative to
expand the frontier of tourism knowledge, world heritage sites, ancient
trade routes, nature treks and trails, cultures and traditions in each area
to be starting points for tourism.

Following HM footsteps–23 routes for ecotourism
King Bhumibol Adulyadej was one of the greatest eco-tourists of
the world. To follow his footsteps on eco-tour trails that he has pioneered
through Royal initiative projects is an excellent opportunity to be in touch
with nature, folkways, communities, and cultures of all regions.
The outstanding trails or routes following the steps of King
Bhumibol Adulyadej feature:
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and mulberry picking, organic vegetables and herbs, and pristine
forest at the top of Khun Nan mountain.
4. Pang Kha Royal Development Project eco-tour, Phayao province.
One can cruise down the Mekong river, enjoy the view of
Pha Dai cliff, the sea of mist at Phu Shi Dao mountain, meditate
at Choen Tawan farm of the revered Vor Vajiramethi, the view
of Phu Lanka mountain, and get to know more about the Hmong
tribe.

Following HM Eco-Tour Route – Northern Region
Doi Tung Royal Development Project by royal initiative of Princess
Srinagarinda was created to conserve forests and extend arts and cultures
of Thai hill tribes and Northern Thais. Teen Tok Royal Development
Project eco-tour allows its visitors to trek in Mae Takrai National Park,
to visit shitake mushroom farm, coffee and various plantations, as a part
of agro-tourism.
1. Huay Hongkhrai Royal Development Project eco-tour offers a
live natural museum offering chances to be in touch with spirits
of big forests; Dry and mixed deciduous forest, and to visit
northern style farms along with water resource development and
forest and soil restoration.
2. Angkang agricultural station eco-tour, Chiang Mai. This is the
place where King Bhumibol Adulyadej turned ‘opium mountain’
to be farmland for temperate fruits and vegetables. This popular
site features Plum ﬂower trees, strawberry beds, and cycling
through tribal rose gardens.
3. High altitude agriculture eco-tour at Sajuk – Sakiang villages,
Nan province. Here one can see a vast rice terrace, strawberry

5. Pai River Conservation and Development Center eco-tour,
Mae Hong Son province. A living nature museum, exhibiting
through 9 stations; forest management, forest ﬁre management,
soil and compost management, rice, plant, ﬁshery, livestock, and
farm management. One can further enjoy Yunlai sea of mist, the
view from Doi Kewlom mountain and Huay Namdang creek,
elephant riding, bamboo rafting, cycling, and nature.
Following HM Eco-Tour Route – Northeastern Region
1. Sirindhorn Museum eco-tour, Khon Kaen and Kalasin. Visitors
can explore the land before time, the origin of life, the remains
of dinosaurs, geological knowledge, Big Bang Theory, worship
Buddha Image at Wat Phu Khaw temple, Wat Luang Pu Khian
temple, visit Phrae Wa Silk center, Phu Thai tribes, Phra That
Yakoo stupa.
2. Bueng Khong Long Lake Irrigation Project eco-tour, Bueng Kan.
Visitors can trek up Phu Tok mountain to worship a Chedi with
the remains of Ajarn Juan, enjoy the view of Bueng Khong Long
lake, see the rainbow of Jedsi waterfall, Tham Phra Phu Singh
waterfall, cruise in Nong Kud Thing lake, worship Phra Sai
Buddha image at Wat Pho Chai temple.
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3. Buriram – Surin -Si Saket route will take one to enjoy Phnom
Rung Historical Park, Muang Tam Historical Park, I-Mobile
Stadium, Chang International Circuit Buriram, Buriram Castle,
elephant show, visit Chang Kui culture, Ban Chang Tak Klang,
and visit Ban Tha Sawang weaving group.
Following HM Eco-Tour Route – Central Region
1. King Naresuan The Great eco-tour, Kanchanaburi. This route
explores the history of Thailand during the reign of King
Naresuan, the feeling of the actual battlegrounds of elephant
ﬁghts, worship at King Naresuan The Great Monument, and the
Chedi, commemorating the great elephant ﬁghts, attractions of
Kanchaburi on 9 battalion war, and World War II, Chong Khao
Khad memorial museum, death railway, Muang Singh Castle,
and Phra Than Dong Rang Temple.
2. Khao Hin Son Development Study Center, Chachoengsao.
Visitors can choose to view the rehabilitation of soil, water,
and forest resources, agricultural development, visit Wat
Yannasangwararam temple, trek in Siri Charoenwat forest,
Khao She Own reservation, and visit Panusnikom handicraft
community.
3. Siri Maha Rajini Mangrove Ecological Conservation Center,
Prachuab Khirikhan province. Visitors can choose to enjoy the
miracle story of men helping restore abandoned shrimp farms
to their original condition of mangrove, the development of
forest at Pranburi delta, learn lifestyles of sugar makers of
Petchburi, worship at Luang Por Dam – a Buddha image for
Dvaravati period, visit Chang Hua Man Royal Project to see
experimental cultivation, and Siri Maha Rajini Mangrove
Ecological Conservation Center.
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4. Laem Phak Bia Conservation Research and Development
Center, Petchburi. Visitors can explore the natural system of
water treatment, trek the coastal nature trails, watch local
varieties of birds, study varieties of plants used for water
treatment, pseudo wetland, the system exploiting plants and
reeds to treat waste water.
5. Thai Ways of Life Learning Center eco-tour, Suphan Buri.
Visitors can explore rice and rice farming culture, visit House
of Rice Goddess, house of the rice farmer, study the process on
rice seeds, and learn overall knowledge of paddy rice farming.

Following HM Eco-tour Route – Eastern Region
1. Nang Nang Phaya Viewpoint eco-tour route – Chalerm Burapa
Cholathit, Rayong, Chantaburi, and Trat. This is an opportunity
to enjoy the scenic view on the longest coastal road in Thailand.
With overall distance of more than 100 kilometers, visitors of
this route can take photographs with the sea on one side and
mountains on the other along the way. One can drive or ride at
one’s own pace to enjoy the road from Prasae river mouth, to
Noen Nang Phaya Hill situated between Kung Viman bay and
Kung Krabaen bay, Chantaburi.
2. Kung Krabaen Bay Royal Development Study Center, Chantaburi. Visitors can enjoy the fresh green mangroves, visit Kung
Krabaen Bay Royal Development Study Center exhibiting local
mangrove biodiversity with over 30 species of plants, enjoy sea
breeze on natural trail walkway built of wood 1.8 kilometers
long, visit pavilion, explore coastal sea life reproduction center,
tree conservation, a living nature museum that allows visitors
to reach to the core idea of the miraculous balance of life.
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3. Plant Genetics Conservation Project, Museum of Natural
Sciences, and Thai Sea, Chonburi. Visitors can choose to visit
knowledge warehouse at the Museum of Natural Sciences, and
Thailand at Khao Ma Jor hill, Samaesan as this is the ﬁrst display
of collections on geology, botany, marine biology in Thailand.
This is a part of plant genetics conservation from Royal initiatives
of Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn, who once took a ferry
to Samaesan island to release sea turtles at the Sea Turtle
Conservation Center at Sattahip Naval Base.
4. Thung Prong Thong eco-tour route, Rayong. Visitors can visit
this eco-tour area of Prasae delta which has a pristine mangrove
being conserved and maintained by local people. This biggest
mangrove land of Rayong has been maintained and improved
to be an eco-tour destination to conserve bio-diversity and allow
tourists to enjoy nature through its two kilometers elevated
walkway through the mangrove. Prong thong tree ﬁeld offers its
golden leaves which in the late afternoon reﬂect sunlight,
contrasting with the lush green backdrop of other mangrove
leaves. At night, ﬁreﬂies cling to its resident trees of Lamphu.
Following HM Eco-tour Route – Southern Region
1. Krabi Coastal Fishery Research and Development Center
eco-tour, Krabi province. Visitors can choose to see this center
of research and development in aqua life reproduction, including
cell transplants for new species such as 13 new species of clown
ﬁsh, Siamese ﬁghting ﬁsh, sea puff ﬁsh, and parrotﬁsh, sea star,
lobster, sea cucumber, etc., explore Tha Pong Khlong Song Name
wetlands, fossil shell beach at Nopparat Tara, Phi Phi Island, hot
spring waterfall, and swim in the green inner lake.
2. Chumphon Islands National Park eco-tour, Chumphon province.
Visitors can enjoy a pristine and beautiful mangrove, an over

200 kilometers long beach, clear sea water, and visit 40 islands
in this national park. The site offers both mangrove forest and
mountains, beaches and diving sites, deep and shallow, which
is ideal for snorkeling for coral. One can choose kayaking or
trekking through mangrove, and walk on Bang Berd sand bar,
the biggest sand bar in Thailand.
3. Pak Panang Floodplain Conservation Project, Nakhon Si
Thammarat. King Bhumibol Adulyadej initiated this project to
stop deforestation and solve acidic soil issues along with
general environmental issues, and regular ﬂoods. Water gates,
reservoirs, dams, and dikes are built to combat brackish water.
Visitors can choose to spend time at Wat Phra Maha That Vora
Maha Viharn, viewing ‘sparrow condo’ of the bird’s nest
collecting industry, and water gates.
4. Sirindhorn Peat Swamp Forest Nature Research and Study
Center, Narathiwat province. Visitors can see Thailand’s biggest
peat swamp, walk the natural trails through the peat swamp, or
travel further to see the best preserved reservation in the south,
Hala Bala, and watch 9 different species of hornbill out of
12 found in Thailand, and visit an exhibition on peat swamp
ecology.
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-Visit Cities

The Tourism Authority of Thaiand or TAT selected 12 cities that
are must-visit cities from 12 beautiful places from all over Thailand.
These places are unmissable for tourists. These 12 cities also have their
own twin cities which are later revealed for more attractions and
destinations to visit. They are selected from all 5 regions.
Provinces in the Northern Region
1. Lampang and Lamphun (Timeless Cities)
2. Phetchabun and Phitsanulok (Mountains of Flowers and Mist)
3. Nan and Phrae (Love Whisper among Stars)
1. Lampang (Timesless City) and Lamphun – These twin cities are
two of the oldest cities in the North. Lampang has been known for its
horse drawn carriage which is now still available for city tours. This
carriage tour usually gives tourists a new perspective of the city. There
are several routes to choose from ranging from short to long city tours.

102

T

T

hailand’s History

hailand’s History

for Tour Guides

for Tour Guides

103

o Lampang Railway Station has been awarded for its great
conservation work, demonstrating local Lanna style and
European architecture in perfect harmony.

2. Phetchabun (A Mountain of Flowers and Mist) and Phitsanulok
– this province shows off its misty morning amidst mountains covered
with ﬂowers.

o Lampang Chicken Bowl is a testament of over a hundred years
of craftsmanship inherited down in Lampang.

o Phu Thap Boek, the tallest peak of Phetchabun, temperate
ﬂower garden of Phetchabun, Wat Phra That Pha Sorn Kaew
temple, one of the most beautiful temples in Thailand.

o Culture Road – this road allows visitors to be up close and
personal with local Lampang people. This road offers weekly
attractive activities including the Friday cultural ﬂea market.
o Wat Phra That Lampang Luang temple is one of the oldest and
revered temples of the province. Wat Pong Sanook temple is
another old temple since the Hariphunchai period, and has been
awarded top prize from UNESCO in art and cultural conservation.
Wat Sri Rong Muang temple, Wat Phra Kaew Don Tao
Suchadaram temple, Wat Chedi Sao Lang temple, Wat Sri Chum,
the biggest Burmese temple in Thailand, Wat Phra That Chom
Ping temple, Wat Chaloem Prakiat Phra Chom Klao Rachanusorn.
o Ban Sao Nak old teak house – this house was built under the
inﬂuence of Burmese and Lanna architectural styles with 116
house columns, and remains intact until now.

o Phra Buddha Chinnarat Image is one of the most important
Buddha Images for Thais. The Image is the main image of Wat
Phra Si Rattana Mahathat temple, in the city of Phitsanulok.
o Khao Kho and Khao Kho Memorial, Rattanai reservoir incident,
Sridit Waterfalls, the beauty of rocks and streams all year long,
and Saleang Luang grassland. It is ideal for naturalists as it is
surrounded with coniferous forest, morning mist, and towering
mountains. Phetchabun has the biggest tobacco plantation in
Thailand.
o Namnao National Park is the best of Phetchabun for nature as it
offers caves, waterfalls, viewpoints, and deciduous forest.

o Kad Kong Ta Street Market is held on the old road with
traditional houses along the sides.
o Bhumi Lakhon Museum exhibits the old stories and artefacts
reﬂecting the past of Lampang or old Kelangnakhon.

Phu Thap Boek, Phetchabun.
Horse drawn carriage,
Lampang.

104

T

T

hailand’s History

hailand’s History

for Tour Guides

for Tour Guides

3. Nan and Phrae (Love Whispers among Stars) – Nan is the living
legend of mountains with outstanding culture. Nan and Phrae have been
known for their remarkable handicrafts reﬂecting their simplicity through
their weaving culture, silversmith, and the world famous ‘Love Whisper’
mural at Wat Phu Min temple.
o Wat Phra That Chae Haeng is known to be a symbol of Nan, but
also the temple for those who are born in the year of Rabbit.
o Wat Chang Kham Vara Viharn – a Royal Temple
o Nan National Museum collects many details and artefacts
reﬂecting the province of Nan. Among its collections, the black
ivory is unique as it is the only item in Thailand. Rim Nan gallery
exhibits art pieces from local artists.
o Doi Samer Dao (Sri Nan National Park) visitors can enjoy the
spectacular views and a sky full of stars at its peak.
o Khunsthan National Park is ﬁlled with pink ﬂowers over the
mountains.
o 1148 route is the most scenic road in Thailand linking Tha Wang
Pha district, Nan, to Chiang Kham district of Phayao.
o Bor Kluea is the old salt mine that still mines salt in a traditional
way. (The district is about 80 kilometers from the city of Nan.)
o Pua district is a cute little peaceful
town.
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Provinces of the Northeastern Region
1. Buriram and Surin (Castles of Two Eras)
2. Loei and Chaiyaphum (Coolest and Happiest at Loei)
1. Buriram and Surin (Castles of Two Eras) The lands of rock
castles of the past beauty
o Phanom Rung Historical Park, Chaloem Phra Kiat district, a rock
castle at the top of an extinct volcano with the most scenic and
iconic views with the miraculous phenomenon of sun shining
through all 15 gates. Prasat Muang Tam castle.
o City Pillar Shrine is a holy site uniting the faith of Buriram people.
o Khao Kradong Forest Park – from an extinct volcano to the
leisure park of natural beauty.
o Silk weaver village, Na Pho district – this is a ﬁne source of silk
product with unique patterns which can be used for various
purposes.
o Wat Klang temple – a Royal Temple – the old temple of Buriram
o “Phu Akkanee” - a cotton textile dying with the compound of
volcanic soil produced by Ban Charoensuk community. This is
the one and only product of its kind in Thailand with great
comfort and auspice.

o Phu Kha National Park is known for
its rarely seen Chomphu Phu Kha
ﬂower trees.

‘Love Whisper’ mural
at Wat Phu Min temple, Nan.

Phanom Rung Historical Park,
Buriram.
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2. Loei and Chaiyaphum (Coolest and Happiest at Loei)

Provinces of the Central Region

o Phu Ruea National Park – Phu Lomlo, Phu Kradueng, Phu Papoh,
Phu Tok, and Kaeng Kudkoo

1. Samut Songkram and Nakhon Pathom (City of Tides and Three Times)
2. Ratchaburi and Suphan Buri (Artsy Communities)

o Phra That Si Song Rak Stupa – Wat Phon Chai temple, Pi Takhone
Museum, Wat Neramit Vipassana temple, Wat Sri Khun Muang,
old temple of Chiang Khan, Wat Sri Pho Chai Ban Saeng.
Mor Hin Khao, Chaiyaphum.

1. Samut Songkram and Nakhon Pathom (City of Tides and Three
Times) offer unmissable folkways of people living by canals and rivers.
Wat Phra Pathom Chedi Ratcha Vora Maha Viharn is an important place
in Nakhon Pathom, and is believed to the place where the relics of The
Lord Buddha is kept.
o Bang Noi ﬂoating market, Tha Kha ﬂoating market, Amphawa
ﬂoating market, Ban Bang Plub community, Hatha Tara.
o Wat Bang Kapom temple and its base-relief.
o Nativity of Our Lady Cathedral, Bang Nok Khwaek, a center of
local Christian faith.
o Bang Nok Khwaek Old Market
o Wat Bang Koong, the legend of the ordination hall covered
entirely with a Bodhi tree.
o King Rama II park, a beautiful Thai house.

Phu Kradueng, Loei.

Amphawa ﬂoating market,
Samut Songkram
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2. Ratchaburi and Suphan Buri (Artsy Communities) Art cities – art
from temples, art from old shadow puppets, contemporary art, art for
children, d Kunst – Ratchaburi’s ﬁrst contemporary art gallery.
o Tao Hong Tai Ceramics, Ratchaburi National Museum,
Jed Samian 119 year old market, Wat Khanon traditional shadow
puppet.
o Wat Kongkaram temple with its amazing mural paintings
reﬂecting its period.
o Siam Cultural Park – life-like sculptures
o Suan Phueng district, Bann Hom Tien, Bann Hom Tienn.
o Pang Ung Suphan – Khao Wong Valley reservoir – a natural
attraction of the province. Bueng Chawak Chaloem Phra Kiat
park, Sam Chuk old market, Wat Pa Laelai, Phu Toey National
Park, and Wat Phai Rong Wua temple, Supha Buri.

Art from old shadow puppets,
Suphan Buri .

Bann Hom Tienn, Ratchaburi.
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Provinces of Eastern Region
1. Trat and Rayong (Islands of Dreams)
2. Chantaburi and Sa Kaeo (Paradise Garden of Fruits)
1. Trat and Rayong (Islands of Dreams) When the sea is clear and
beach is peaceful. Trat is a unique place from its ‘Ngob’ traditional hat
craft to its gold pineapple, while durians and mangosteen are in Rayong.
o Salakkok community offers a peaceful ﬁsherman village life with
a slow boat tour of mangrove forest. Trat city beach like Banchuen
beach to Ratcha Karun beach to Koh Mak island, Koh Kood
island, Koh Kham island, and Koh Dad island of Trat.
o Ban Phe beach, Mae Ramphueng beach, Khao Chamao–Khao
Wong National Park, Khao Chamao mountain, Saeng Chan
Beach, Koh Samed Island, Koh Talu island of Rayong.
o Wat Buppharam, the oldest temple of Trat city packed with
history and artefacts in its museum.

Islands of Dreams, Trat.

Gardens fruits, Chantaburi.
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4.2 Trat and Rayong (Islands of Dreams) Chantaburi has gardens
ﬁlled with fruits of happiness, sweetness of fruits, peaceful sea, and
ﬁsherman village way of life.
o Kung Vimarn beach, Chao Lao beach, Noen Nang Phaya viewpoint, Luang Phor Phra Yuen viewpoint.
o Chanthaburi - Gems and Jewellery Centre, the biggest of its kind
in Thailand, jewel market, the legend of Thailand’s biggest
jewelry quarters.
o Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Chanthaburi
o Namtok Phliu National Park, Kung Kraben Royal Development
Study Center, enjoying the wood bridge and pristine mangrove
forest ecology of Chantaburi, King Taksin Shrine, Tuek Dang
Red Building, Laem Sing beach.
o Sa Kaeo attractions feature Sadok Kok Thom castle, Ta Phraya
National Park, Phet Pho Thong cave, Pangsida National Park,
and Rong Kleua Market which is virtually a gateway to Indochina.

Sadok Kok Thom castle,
Sa Kaeo.
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Provinces of Southern Region

1. Trang and Satun (Battle of Tastes)
2. Chumphon and Ranong (Endless Beautiful Beaches)
3. Nakhon Si Thammarat and Phatthalung (City of Dhamma)
1. Trang and Satun (Battle of Tastes) These peaceful and simple
provinces with unique culinary cultures such as crispy roasted pork, a
mouthful dim sum, a soft tasty cake, steam buns, and Tran style roast
pork along with its business quarter built in Sino-Portuguese architecture.
o Lay Khao Kop cave, Dragon Park – Thep Taro Palace, Reclining
Buddha with Nora crown, Wat Phu Khao Thong temple, Khao
Chang Hai cave, tracing back on Khao Phub Pha mountain,
and paying respect to Phraya Rassada monument.
o Pakmeng Beach view – “Saeng Morakot Tunnel”, Saeng
Morakot ﬁeld, Phu Pha Phet cave, Lipe island, Hin Ngam island,
Khai island, Hin Sorn island, Adang – Rawi islands, beautiful
diving sites, Stegodon sea cave, Thungwa Ancient Elephant
Museum, Satun
2. Chumphon and Ranong (Endless Beautiful Beaches) – Chumphon
coast has been praised for its beauty and is ideal for diving; both
snorkeling and scuba diving. The sea remains well preserved for its
natural resources, coral reefs, sea anemones, and sea life.
o Khao Dinsor Nature Study Center – every October, over two
hundred thousand hawks will migrate down and gather here to
enjoy the hot wind.
o Khao Dinsor viewpoint and Khao Matsee viewpoint are totally
must-see viewpoints overlooking the sea view at Pathew district.
o Prince Chumphon Shrine - Admiral Prince Abhakara Kiartivongse,
Prince of Chumphon memorial. The shrine was placed on the
replica of HMS Phra Ruang facing the sea. This is the vantage
point overlooking Sai Ree bay (Muang Chumphon district)
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o Tham Thong beach – Bang Berd district, Sai Ree beach – Sawi
district, Arunothai beach, Thungwualaen Beach laying itself to
the curvy bay.
o Raksa Warin Hot Spring, with its 65 degree Celsius water, has
become a symbol of Ranong
3. Nakhon Si Thammarat and Phatthalung (City of Dhamma)
Nakhon Si Thammarat is the original southern style culinary culture;
Khanom Chine, Talung shadow puppet, Nora dance, and Niello ware.

T

ourism Trends

of Thailand

o Wat Maha That Voramahaviharn temple, a pagoda with golden
spire, Wat That Noi Phor Than Khlai Vaja Sith
o House of Suchart Sapsin, Talung shadow puppet master, National
Museum, Khiriwong Village.
o Krung Ching Waterfall, Karome Waterfall, dolphins of Khanom
beach, Hin Ngam beach, Sai Kaew beach, Nai Plao beach, Sichon
beach, Laem Talumphuk cape, the panoramic peak of Khao
Luang Nakhon Si Thammarat.
o Wat Tham Khuha Sawan temple, the ﬁrst ever royal temple of
Phatthalung, Thale Noi Bird Watching Park – the upper part of
Songkhla lake, hot spring and cold stream of Khao Chai Son
mountain, and Khao Pu – Khao YA National Park.

Beautiful Beaches, Chumphon.

City of Dhamma, Nakhon Si Thammarat.

In this decade of BE 2560 -2570 (2017 – 2027 AD), researchers
predict Thai tourism trends as follows:
Niche Tourism
1. Senior tourism – tourism of long stayers and for the disabled
demonstrates a stronger trend to be outstanding for goods and
services in domestic and international markets, particularly the
elders and retirees, who are deﬁned as high end.
2. Health and Medical Tourism – general population shows much
better care for health. Thailand has been an outstanding
destination for health service as it offers goods and services
in this ﬁeld, including massage, herbal usages, and yoga.
Furthermore, Thailand is also known as a destination for
medical purpose because the cost is somewhat moderate with
good international standard in medical practices and a high
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level of service. This also includes alternative medicine like the
combined treatment of traditional Thai and Chinese medicine,
and furthermore mental health improvement such as meditation
retreats.
3. MICE Tourism (Meetings, Incentives, Conferences, and Events)
is goods and services offered to international tourists coming to
Thailand as it tries to offer full scale and full service facilities
for international events and conferences including costs of the
rooms, foods and services, and international standard venues.
4. Sport/Event Tourism – Thailand’s location is ideal as it lies in
the middle distance between Europe, Asia, and Australia, and
acts as a virtual gateway to ASEAN. So, this is ideal for sport
events of all kinds, both ASEAN and world level. The nation has
many football stadiums and racing circuits of international
standards. Furthermore, Pattaya, Phuket, and Hua Hin have
exhibited their readiness |to host water sport events such as the
Regatta, and also other sports such as golf, badminton, and so
on. For these reasons many more visitors will come to Thailand
to participate in the events.
Nature Tourism
National park tourism is to explore different ecologies of forests
including Deciduous Forest, Tropical Rain Forest, Hill Evergreen Forest,
Swamp Forest, Mangrove Swamp Forest, Beach Forest, biodiversity,
plant life, terrestrial animals and aquatic animals, fresh water ecology,
wetlands like Songkhla lake, Boraphet lake, rivers, lakes, and canals.
Thailand has a good variety of geography, so it is ideal for geo-tourism,
i.e. tourism of the limestone mountains in the Northern region, reaching
the peaks like Doi Intanon peak, Korat and Sakon Nakhon sandstone
plateau of Northeastern region, the central region ﬂoodplain as a rice
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producing region, and the Southern region as a peninsula separating the
Andaman sea and the Indian Ocean from the Gulf of Thailand and the
Paciﬁc Ocean.
For visitors, nature tourism often means the study of plant species,
herbal use, bird watching, basic astronomy, rafting, reforestation,
trekking, and basic forest safety activities like small dam making, ﬁre
safety zone, and so on.
Thailand is an agricultural country with vast areas of farmland
in all regions, it is also suitable for agro-tourism, i.e. fruit tasting,
strawberry picking, paddy rice planting, rice harvesting, tea leaf picking,
coffee berry picking, herb planting and picking, and rural tourism and
homestay.
Cultural Tourism
Thailand has been an outstanding cultural tourism destination of
the world for its old cultures and long history with prehistoric and
historical sites. Many of them are chosen by UNESCO to be world
heritage sites. The diversity of cultures of different regions and of
different ethnicities and tribes, particularly food diversity, are globally
admired with the uniqueness of tastes. Festival tourism such as Loy
Krathong, Songkran, and Vegetarian, etc., has long attracted visitors from
all around the world. Bangkok tourism appeals to people from all over
the world and is rated as world’s number one destination because of its
world class shopping malls, food centers, entertainment centers,
museums, galleries, leisure centers, and theme parks.
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